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FOREWORD

trengthening  Public Health underpins arange of human rights and freedoms - social, economic and

scultural - including the right to the highest attainable standard of health, the right to aclean and healthy
environment, the right to accessible and adequate housing, food of acceptable quality, clean and safe
drinking water of adequate quantity, the right to education, the right to life, the right to equality, the right
to privacy and the right to human dignity. Conversely, inadequate or poor public health and sanitation
impacts social, economic and cultural development and human rights, with grave consequences to
individuals, households and the nation as awhole.

This Public Health Bill of Sierra Leone therefore guaranteesthe right of every person to “reasonable
standards of Public Health”; and “a clean and healthy environment” respectively provides consumers with
the right to the protection of their health and safety. To fulfill these rights, this instrument vestsin the
Government the duty to undertake necessary legisative, policy and other measures including setting of
standards and technical regulations and specifications. Further, in the context of this Law, the
Government has the primary responsibility for delivery of public health and sanitation serviceswith related
responsibilitiesfor legislation. In this Bill the Minister responsible for matters related to health may makeany
regulations that arenecessary for or incidental to, the effective performance of the functions and exercise of
the powers of the Government . These includeamong other things:

(@) Primary health care;

(b) International Health Regulations

(c) OneHedth

(d) Inter-agency Coordination

(e) Hedth system management

(f) Wastemanagement including refuse removal, refuse dumps and solid waste disposal;
(g) Licensing and control of undertakings that sell food to the public;

(h) Cemeteries, funeral parlours and crematoria

(i) Storm water management systemin built up area;

() Water and sanitation services

(k) Country abattoirs;

(1) Control of air pollution, noise pollution and other public nuisances; and
(m)Burial of animals among others.

(n) Health Care Financing and insurance

(o) Role of Private Sector

(p) Rightsand duties

(@) Quality infrastructure in public health and sanitation

() Human Resource for Health

(s) E-Hedlth

(t) Promotion and conduct of research

(u) Procurement, supply and control of medicines, medical products, vaccines, devices, appliances

and material
(V) Traditional and complimentary medicine
(w) Human Blood, Blood Products, Tissues and Gametes
(x) Mental Health and Public Health

The purpose of this Public Health Bill isto assist and guide the Government in coming up with the necessary
enabling subsidiary legislation for the implementation of thisAct and to enablethe government to effectively



execute the public health and sanitation including environmental health related functions and powers vested in
the authorized officers. The primary objective of the Bill istherefore to promote and protect the health and
wellbeing of citizens and communities acrossthe Country; to protect and achieve the right to highest attainable
standards of health and sanitation; and to ensure effective delivery and regulation of Public health and sanitation
Services across country.

The Ministry is indeed most grateful to the World Health Organization for providing financial and
technical supportin making the development and publication of this Public Health Bill possible.

Hon. Dr. Abu Bakar Fofanah
MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND SANITATION
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PUBLIC HEALTH Bill 2016

AN ACT of Parliament to give effect to the right to reasonable standards of Public health and sanitation, the right to a
clean and healthy environment, and the right to clean and safe drinking water; to provide for the functions and roles of the
Government in Public health and sanitation; to provide for a regulatory and enforcement framework for Public health and
sanitation; to provide for the establishment of Public health and sanitation standards; to provide for public health and sanitation
services development and investment plans; to provide for a performance management and financing framework for Public health
and sanitation services, to providefor collection and dissemination of Public health and sanitation information througha National
information management system; to provide for certain general powers of the Minister responsible for health ; and for connected
purposes.

ENACTED by the Parliament, as follows—

PART 1: Preliminary

Short title and 1. (1) ThisAct may be cited as the Public Health Act,

commencement. 2016.
(2) This Act shall come into force on such date as the Minister may, by notification in the
Gazette, appoint, provided that different dates may be appointed for different provisions of this Act
and any reference in any such provision to the commencement of this Act shall be construed asa
reference to the cominginto force of that provision.

Interpretation. 2. In thisAct, unless the context otherwise requires-

“authorized officer” meansthe Chief Medical Officer, Director of Environmental Health and Sanitation,
Deputy Director of Environmental Health and Sanitation, Medical Officer deployed as District Medical
Officer, Public Health Officer which has the meaning of “Environmental Health Officer”, Public Health
Superintendent, Public Health Assistant or any other person(s) authorized in writing by the Minister responsible
for Health, for the purpose of this Act;

“chiefdom and ward committee” means a Chiefdom and Ward Public Health and Sanitation Committee
established under section 26 of this Act;

“chief medical officer” means the technical person responsible for health care service delivery

“collection” means the gathering of waste, including the preliminary sorting and storage of waste for the
purposes of transporting the said waste to awaste treatment facility;

“constitution”means the Constitution of Sierra Leone
“country”- includes, where appropriate, the National Government unless otherwise provided;
“director” means the Director appointed under Section 22 of this Act by the National

Public Service Commission;
“directorate” means the Government directorate responsible for Environmental Health and Sanitation matters;

“disease” refers to any physical or mental condition that causes pain, dysfunction, distress,
social problems and/or death to the person afflicted and/or similar problems for those in contact with the person.

“disposal “means removal of wasteincluding its deposits, destruction, discharge (whether into water or
into the air or into a sewer or drain or otherwise) or buria (whether underground
or otherwise);




“dwelling” means any house, room, shed, hut, cave, tent, vehicle, or boat or any other structure or place

whatsoever , any portion whereof used by any human being for sleeping or in which any human being
dwells,

“emergency treatment” refers to necessary immediate health care that must be administered to
prevent death or worsening of a medical situation.

“E-Health” means the combined use of electronic communication and information technology in
the health sector.

“food” means any article used for food or drink other than drugs or water, and any article intended to

enter into food or to be used in the preparation of such food, additives such as preservatives,
flavouring matters and condiments.

“government” means government of Sierra Leone and in this particular context the Ministry of
Health and Sanitation

“hazard” means any biological, chemical or physical agents which on account of its inherent
poses adverse effectsto public health.

“health” refers to a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely
the absence of disease or infirmity.

“health care professional” includes any person who has received professional training

and has attained necessary qualifications to provide servicesin the health care sector and
as per hisor her designated profession.

“health care services” means the prevention, management or alleviation of disease, illness, injury,
and other physical and mental impairments in individuals, delivered by health care professionals
through the health care system’s routine health services, or its emergency health services.

“health care workers” means employees of a health facility, including both health care professionals
and those who do not by themsel ves contribute directly to the provision of health care but offer
support or semi-skilled services within a health facility.

“health facility” means the whole or part of a public or private institution, building or place, whether
for profit or not, that is operated or designed to provide inpatient or outpatient treatment,

diagnostic or therapeutic interventions, nursing, rehabilitative, palliative, convalescent, preventative
or other health service.

“health research” includes but is not limited to research which seeks to contribute to the

extension of knowledge in any health related field, such as that concerned with the biological,

clinical, psychological or social processesin human beings, improved methods for the provision

of health services,; or human pathology; or the causes of disease; or the effects of the environment on

the human body; or the development or new application of pharmaceuticals, medicines and other
preventative, therapeutic or curative agents; or the development of new applications of health technology.

“health system” means the mechanism to deliver quality health care services to all people whenever
and wherever they are needed.

“industrial waste” includes waste produced or arising from manufacturing or industrial activities or
processes; and waste from any premises:-

a) used for the purpose of or in connection with the provision to the public transport
services; by land, air or water;

b) used for the purposes of or in connection with the supply to the public; gas, water or
electricity; by land, air or water or the provision of sewerage services,




¢) used for the purpose of or in connection with the provision to the public postal or

telecommuni cation services, or
d) forming part of a hospital or nursing home wastes.

“infectious disease” means every disease, which can be transmitted directly or indirectly by any person
suffering there from to any other person;

“insanitary conditions’ means such conditions or circumstances as might contaminate food, with
dirt or filth or might render the same injurious or dangerous to health;

“minister ” means the minister for the time being responsible for mattersrelated to health and Sanitation ;

“owner” includes any person, other than the government, receiving the rent or profits of any lands or
premises from any tenant or occupier therefore or who would receive such rent or profitsif such land
or premises were let whether on his own account or asan agent for any person, other than the
government, entitled thereto or interested therein; the term includes any lessee or licensee from the
government and any superintendent, overseer or manager of such lessee or licensee residing on the

holding;

“premises” include buildings, lands, and hereditaments in every tenure and machinery, plant or
vehicle used in connection with any trade carried on at any premises;

“private health services” means provision of health care by a health facility that is not owned or
funded by the Government and includes health care services provided by individuals not working
for or under direction of the Government

“pollution” means any direct alteration of the physical, thermal, chemical, biological, or any
beneficial use adversely, to cause a condition which is hazardous or potentially hazardous to Public
health, safety or welfare, or to animals, birds, wildlife, fish or aquatic life, or to plants or to cause
contravention of any condition, limitation, or restriction which is subject to alicense under this

Act;

“Public health impact assessment” means assessment of the direct and indirect effects that a
proposed development will have or islikely to have impact on Public health;

Public health is the science of protecting and improving the health of families and communities
through promotion of healthy lifestyles, research for disease and injury prevention a
and detection and control of infectious diseases. Overall, public health is concerned with

protecting the health of entire populations.
“public health services” means health services that are not private health services.
“recovery” means any operation the principal result of which iswaste serving a useful purpose
by replacing other materials which would otherwise have been used to fulfil a particular

function or waste being prepared to fulfil that function, in the plant or in the wider economy,
and waste recovery activity shall be construed accordingly;

“recycling” includes the reclamation of waste, recovery of materials, reprocessing of wastes,
resource recovery and re-use of waste;

“referral” means the process by which a given health facility that has inadequate capacity to manage a
responsibility for the case.

“refuse” includes garbage, tins bottles, ashes, sweeping from dwellings, refuse from gardens




regulations’ means regulations made under this Act;

“rules” include regulations and by-laws made or deemed to be made under this Act;
“re-use” means any operations by which products or components that are not waste are used
again for the same purpose for which they were conceived,;
“sanitary convenience” includes closets and urinals;
“sanitation” means activities expressed in a clean manner to win clean products;

“sanitation promotion”means activities undertaken to stimulate house hold demand for, and the supply of ,the sanitation hardware necessary to
maintain ahedthy environment: latrines, toilets and sewer connections;

“sell” includes offer ,advertise ,keep, expose, transmit, convey, deliver, or prepare for the sale or
exchange, dispose off or any consideration whatsoever or transmit, convey or deliver in
pursuance of a sale, exchange or disposal as aforesaid;

“sewerage” means a system of sewer pipes, manholes, pumps etc. or the transport of sewage;

“soil” includes earth, sand, rock, shells, minerals ,vegetation, and the floraand faunain the
soil and derivatives thereof such as dust;

“telemedicine” refers to the delivery of health care services and sharing of medical
knowledge over distance using telecommunications and it includes consultative,
diagnostic, and treatment services.

“trade premises’ means any premises (other than a factory) used or intended to be used for
any trade or business;







“traditional medicines” means products derived from plant, animals or mineral sources,
prepared and recommended according to traditional teaching rather than scientific
medicine and offered for usein humans asdrugsand  includes the drugs known as
herbal medicines.

“waste” includes:-

a) any substance which constitutes scrap materials or an effluent or other
unwanted surplus substance arising from the application of any process, and
also includes any substance or article which requires to be disposed of as
being broken, worn out, contaminated or otherwise spoilt;

b) any matter prescribed to be waste and any matter whether liquid, solid,
gaseous or radioactive, which is discharged, emitted or deposited in the
environment in such volume, composition or manner likely to cause an
ateration of the environment; or

¢) the following substances and any combination thereof which are
discarded by any person or are accumulated or stored by any person for
the purpose of recycling:-

i) undesirable or superfluous by-products;
ii) residue or remainders of any process or activity;
iii) any gaseous, liquid or solid matter.

“waste-generator “means anyone:-
a) whose activities produce waste(in this Act referred to as the ‘original waste
producer’); or
b) who carries out pre-processing, mixing or other operations resulting in a change
in the nature or composition of such waste;

“waste holder” means the waste producer or the person who isin possession of the waste

“waste management” means the collection, transport, recovery and disposal of waste
including:-
(8) the supervision of such
operations;
(b)the after care of disposal
sites; and
(c) actionstaken asadealer or
broker.

“waste-management facility” means a waste disposal site, licensed under sectionl16 of this
Act, for the purpose of controlled waste-management.

“waste-service” means service, facility, approval or other thing which the National
Government may or is required to render, supply, grant, issue or otherwise
provide in the performance of any of its functions under this Act to any person or.
in respect of any premises.

“waste treatment” means subjecting waste to any processincluding resource recovery,

re-use, reprocessing, reclaiming or recycling; and the term ‘treat’ shall be construed
accordingly;




“waste-water” means the spent or used water from industrial plants, trade premises,
homes, communities, farms and businesses that contains enough harmful material to
damage the water quality













Object of the Act.

Application of Act.

3. The object of thisActisto:
a) Embrace International Health Regulations and Keep abreast with the changing trends

b) provide an institutional framework for the promotion of Public health, implementation of
International Health Regulations and provision of sanitation services by the Government
and other authorized service providers;

c) provide an institutional framework for the licensing of public health and sanitation service
providers and the regulation of sanitation services;

d) provide an enabling environment for the realization of the right to reasonable standards
of sanitation and to clean and healthy environment;

€) provide for the preparation and adoption of Public Health and Sanitation servicesintegrated
development stratetegic and investment plans;

f) provide aframework for resource mobilization, financing and performance management
for public health and sanitation;

g) establish a system for National Public Health and Sanitation Information Management
Systems;

h) provide fiscal and other non-financial incentives to promote compliance and exemplary
services, performance and innovation in Public Health and Sanitation promotion;

i) providefor disincentives or feesto induce proper sanitation management or prevent or abate
poor Public sanitation practices; and

j) transpose international standards and norms in respect of Public Health and Sanitation
within the National context

4. (1) ThisAct shall bind the Government, its organs and agents.

(2) Nothing in sub-section (1) shall be construed to bar the Parliament
from amending or repealing this Act in so far asits legidative powers permit




PART 2: General Principles

Guiding principles. 5. The interpretation, application and administration of this Act shall be guided by the following
provisions:-
(1) ()Inthis ACT the general rules of International Health Regulations of 2005 shall form part of the
Act..
(i) The minister shall make rules on international Health Regulations connected with but not
limited to;
a) Updating this Legidation from time to time to adhere with International Health
Regulations, formulation of Policy and mattersincidental to Financing
b) IHR Coordination, Communication and Advocacy
¢) Anti-Microbia Resistance
d) Zoonotic Disease
€) Food Safety- Risk Analysis(Risk assessment, Risk Management, Risk Communication)
f) Biosafety & Biosecurity
0) Immunization
h) Nationa Laboratory Systems
i) Rea Time Surveillance
i) Reporting mechanisms network and protocol
K) Preparedness-Multi-hazard national public health emergency
I)  Preparedness and response plan is devel oped and implemented
m) Priority public health risks and resources mapping and utilization.
n) Emergency Response Operations
0) Case management procedures are implemented for IHR relevant hazards
p) Linking Public Health & Security Authorities
) Medical Countermeasures & Personnel Deployment
r) Risk Identification, Risk Management, Risk Communication
s) Dynamic Listening and Rumour Management
t)  Pointsof Entry-Routine capacities are established at PoE-to officia control
u) Chemical Events-Mechanisms are established and functioning for detecting and
responding to chemical events or emergencies
v) Radiation Emergencies-Mechanisms are established and functioning for detecting and
responding to radiological and nuclear emergencies.

(2) Any Treaty or Convention ratified by Sierra Leone on matters related to health shall form part
of the law under this Act.
(3) The other general guiding principlesinclude;

a) the national values and principles of governance;

b) creation of an enabling environment and appropriate incentives to ensure equitable, accessible,
reliable, sustainable and affordable public health and sanitation services,

c) delegation of functionsin relation to the promotion of Public health and the provision of
sanitation services taking into account the objects and purpose of having committees at all
levels;

d) theallocation of financial and administrative resources to match allocated Public health
and sanitation functions;

€) public participation by users, beneficiaries and other stakeholders of Public health and
sanitation services,

f) promotion of equitable access to sanitation services to vulnerable groups within society,
including women, older members of the society, persons with disabilities, children, youth,
members of minority or marginaized groups,

g) promotion of fair administrative action by public health and sanitation authorities,
authorized officers and service providers; and




Right to reasonable
standards of public
health and
sanitation.

Duty to protect
and promote
public health

and sanitation.

h) promotion of public-private partnerships and private sector participation in delivery of
Public health and sanitation services and ensuring clean and healthy environment

6. (1) Every person hasthe right to reasonable standards of public hedth and sanitation, which
includes the right to seek redress where the right has been, is being or islikely to be, denied,
violated, infringed or threatened, in acourt or tribunal of competent jurisdiction in addition to any
other legal remedies that areavailable in respect of the same matter.

(2) The Government shall take legidative, policy and other measures, including the setting of
standards, to achieve the progressive realization of the right under sub-section (1).

7. (1) The Government shall take legidative, policy and other measures to protect and promote
public health and sanitation withinitsarea of jurisdiction.

(2) The duty of the Government to protect and promote public hedth and sanitation under sub-
section (1) shall includethe duty to provide publichedthand sanitation servicesto all personswithin
itsarea of jurisdiction
The government shall establish standard operational procedures and guidelines on infection
prevention and control to embrace hygiene and safety in health facilities on areas which include;

a) Compliance with hygienic practices

b) Health workers safety

c) Aseptic procedure

d) Health care associated infection (associated medical risk)
€) Environmenta health care management and practice

f) Health care waste management

0g) Management of linen and related articles in health care settings
h) Detection and management of suspected cases

i)  Occupational health management system

i) Community behavioral practices

k) Monitoring and evaluation

I)  Supplies and training requirements

(3) In furtherance, the Minister shall make Rules on matters incidental to ONE
HEALTH as prescribed in the Rules of ONE HEALTH under this Act

a) identifying and evaluating microbiological hazards to human health of animal origin:
new, emerging and re-emerging zoonotic diseases, and foodborne diseases, including
those due to antimicrobial resistant bacteria

b) developing policies, guidelines, operational research and strategies for the control of
zoonotic and foodborne diseases/illnesses.

c) promoting research on zoonotic and foodborne diseases and their management in
humans.

d) strengthening global surveillance of zoonotic diseases and antimicrobial resistancein
foodborne pathogens by enhancing the epidemiological capabilities of national
laboratories.

e) disseminating relevant information to expertsin public health, veterinary science and
other scientific disciplines, as well asto consumer groups and the public.

f)  contributing to field and laboratory investigations of zoonotic and foodborne diseases.

g) facilitating active contributions to public health by the veterinary services as an
essentia requirement for the cost-effective surveillance and control of zoonotic and
foodborne diseases in their animal hosts.

h) providing technica and scientific assistance for their surveillance and control
programmes, when requested.

i)  supervising the work of the multi-sectoral task teams.




4)

The Minister shall make rules on matters incidental to the following five key

elements for the successful implementation of Integrated Vector Control Management;

a)
b)
<)

d)

advocacy, social mobilization, regulatory control for public health and
empowerment of communities;

collaboration within the health sector and with other sectors through the optimal
use of resources, planning, monitoring and decision-making;

integration of non-chemical and chemical vector control methods, and integration
with other disease control measure;

evidence-based decision making guided by operational research and entomological
and epidemiological surveillance and evaluation development of adequate human
resources, training and career structures at national and local level to promote
capacity building and manage Integrated Vector Control Management
programmes.
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9. (1) Every person hasthe right to clean and safe water in adequate quantities.

(2) The Government shall take legidlative, policy and other measures, including the

setting of standards, to achieve the progressive realization of the right under sub-

section (1).

(3) It shall be the duty of every local authority to take all lawful, necessary and reasonably
practicable measures—

(a) for preventing any contamination dangerous to health of any supply of water which the
public within its district has a right to use and does use for drinking or domestic purposes
(whether such supply is derived from sources within or beyond its district); and

(b) for purifying any such supply which has become so contaminated, and

to take measures (including, if necessary, proceedings at law) against any person so
contaminating any such supply or contaminating any stream so as to be a nuisance or
danger to health.

(4) The Minister, on the advice of the Technical Advisory Group, may make, and impose
on local authorities and others the duty of enforcing, rulesin respect of defined areas—

(a) prohibiting bathing in, and prohibiting or regulating the washing of clothes or
other articles or of animalsin, or in any place draining into, any such water supply asis
mentioned in this Act;

(b) Prohibiting or regulating the erection of dwellings, sanitary conveniences, stables,
cattle-kraals, pig-styes, animal-pens, dipping tanks, factories or other works likely to
entail risk of harmful contamination and generally, for preventing the contamination
dangerous to health of any supply of water which the public within its district has aright
to use and does use for drinking or domestic purposes and for purifying any such supply
which has become so polluted, and for preventing the pollution of streams so asto be a

nuisance or a danger to health.

10. (1) It shal bethe duty of every person to protect and improve the environment
and ensure ecologically sustainable development and use of natural resources, including surface
and groundwater.
(2) The duty of every person to protect and improve the environment under subsection (1)
includes the obligation to:-
a) prevent,stop or refrain from any act or omission deleterious to the environment;
and;
b) cooperate with state organs and other persons to protect and conserve the
environment and ensure ecologically sustainable development and use of natural
resources.

11. (2) It shall be the duty of every person or governmental agency or any other entity whose act
causes, has caused or may cause significant harm to the public health or environment to take al
reasonable precaution to prevent or minimize such harm from occurring, continuing or recurring.
(2) The Government shall adopt a cautious and risk-averse approach in legislation, policy
formulation and administration in matters affecting environmental health and sanitation

12. (1) Subject to any other law, it shall be the duty of every person, governmental agency or any
other entity whose act causes, has caused or may cause significant pollution to the environment or
otherwise pose arisk to public health to take reasonable measures to bear the costs of measures to
eliminate or reduce such harm or risk.

(2) Regulations prescribed under this Act may exempt a person, group of persons,
governmental agency or any other entity from the application of this principlein the application
of thisAct.




PART 3: Administr ation and Coordination

Functions of the 13. (1) The functions of the Minister responsiblefor health and sanitation mattersin connection
Minister. with the administration of this Act shall be:

a) to further the objects of this Act by taking action to preserve, protect or promote Public
health and sanitation within the Country;

b) to promote proper standards of Public health and sanitation within the Country by
ensuring that adequate measuresare taken to give effect to the provisions of this Act and to
ensure compliance with this Act;

c) todevelop policiesor codes of practice that arerelevant to—

i) identifying riskstopublic health; by

i) setting standards in connection with any activity, material, substance or
equipment relevant to public health and sanitation; or

iii) providingfor other mattersrelevantto the operation or administration of this
Act, for mattersthat may be subject to regulations under this Act, or for such
other matters asthe Minister thinksfit;

d) to the extent that may be necessary, practicable or desirable, to cooperate and coordinate
with national or international actors consistent with the objects of this Act;

€) to be a primary source of advice to the Government about health preservation,
protection and promotion;

f) any other functions assigned to the Minister by this Act, or considered by the Minister to
berelevant to the operation of thisor any other relevant Act.

(2) TheMinister may develop or adopt procedures for the provision of advice to the Government—

a) to ensurethe promotion or implementation of policiesor measuresthat are designed
to enhance the health of individuals and communities; and

b) to ensure that the Minister isconsulted or involved in the development of policies or

measures that may have asignificant impact on public healthand sanitation.
(3) In addition, the Minister hasthe power to do anything necessary, expedient or incidental to—

a) performing the functions of the Minister under thisAct; or

b) administering thisAct; or
c) furtheringthe objects of thisAct.
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14. (1) TheMinister may cause to be made such inquiries as he or she may seefit in relation to
any matters concerning Public health and sanitation in any place within the area of jurisdiction
of the Government.
(2) Subject to any other written law, the Minister may requireany authority to provide areport
on any matter relevant to the administration or operation of this Act.
(3) A requirement under subsection (2) may bethat areport be provided—
a) onaperiodic basisspecified by the Minister; or
b) in relationto the occurrence of an act or event specified by the Minister .
(4) The authority must provide the report in accordance with the requirements of the
Minister.

15. (1) TheMinister may delegate a function or power conferred on the Minister under this
Act—

a) to aspecified person or body; or
b) to aperson occupying or acting in aspecified office or position.

(2) A delegation—

a) may be made subject to conditions or limitations specified in the instrument of
delegation; and

b) if theinstrument of delegation so provides, may be further delegated by the delegatee;
and

c) isrevocable at will and does not prevent the delegator fromacting personally in a matter.

16. (1) The functions of the Chief Medical Officer responsiblefor health and sanitation matters
in connection with the administration of thisAct shall be:
a) to develop and implement strategies to protect or promote health and sanitation;
b) to ensure that thisAct, and any designated health legislation, arecomplied with;
c) toadvisethe Minister about proposed legislativeor administrative changesrelated to public
health and sanitation, and about other mattersrelevant to public health;
d) to oversee and foster collaboration and coordination to promote public health and
sanitation and the furtherance of the objects of thisAct;
€) at the request of the Minister or on hisor her own initiative, to investigate and report on
mattersof public health significance;
f) afteradvisingtheMinister, to makepublic statements on mattersrelevant to public health;
g) any other functions assigned to the Chief Medical Officer of Health by this Act or any
other Act or by the Minister.
(2) TheChief Medical Officer in the performance of functionsunder this Act, insofar asthe Chief
Medical Officer deems necessary and appropriate, consult with other persons or bodies involved in
the administration of thisAct.




Powers of Chief
Medical Officer of
Health to intervene
to prevent or reduce

risksto public
health

Annual reporting by
Chief Medical
Officer.

17. (1) li—

a) theChief Medical Officer becomes aware of the existence of, or potential for the occurrence
of, asituation putting a section of the community or agroup of individuals at an increased
risk of avoidable mortality or morbidity; and

b) the Chief Medical Officer considersthat effective solutions exist for the reduction or
elimination of thoserisks,the Chief Medical Officer may request the participation of
any public authority within the Country whoseintervention may be useful in identifying
or producing a response to the circumstances being faced.

(2) A public authority that receives a request under sub-section (1) must consider the request
and then respond to the Chief Medical Officer within areasonable time.
(3) A response under sub-section (2) shall include details about—

a) any steps dready being taken by the public authority that may be relevant in the

b)

circumstances; and

any plans that the public authority may have that may be relevant in the
circumstances; and

c) any stepsthat the public authority iswilling to takein the circumstances; and d) any
other matter relating to the public authority that appears to be relevant.

(4) The Chief Medical Officer
a) shal advisethe Ministerif or when—

b)

a)

i) the Chief Medical Officer makes arequest of apublic authority under sub-section
();or
ii) apublicauthority provides aresponse under sub-section (2); and
without limiting paragraph (a), must take reasonable steps to advise the Minister from
time to time on action being taken to addressany situation that puts a section of the
community or a group of individuals at an increased risk of avoidable mortality or

morbidity.

18. (1) TheChief Medical Officer shall berequired to prepare awritten report annually about—
public health and sanitation trends, activitiesand indicatorsinthe Country;
and

b) the implementation of public health and sanitation plansand strategies established under

Part | X of thisAct; and

¢) theadministration of thisAct.
(2) A report must also address any issueidentified by the Minister for inclusion in the report.
(3) Areport shall befurnished to theMinister within three (3) months after it isprepared.
(4) TheMinister mug, within 15 days after receipt of areport under this section, cause acopy of the
report to be transmitted to the Cabinet.
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19. (1) The Chief Medical Officer may delegate afunction or power conferred on the

Chief Medical Officer under thisor any other Act—

a) to aspecified person or body; or
b) to aperson occupying or acting in aspecified office or position.
(2) A delegation—

a) may be made subject to conditions or limitations specified in the instrument of
delegation; and

b) if the instrument of delegation so provides, may be further delegated by the delegatee;
and

c) isrevocable at will and does not prevent the delegator from acting personally in a matter.

20. There shall be established a Directorate in the Government which shall be responsible
for environmenta health and sanitation matters to be known asthe Directorate of Environmental
Health and Sanitation.

21. (1) TheDirectorate shall have the following powers and functions:-

a)
b)

0)

d)

e

f)
0)

h)

i)
)

undertake the promotion and preservation of public health through the enforcement of
environmental health and sanitation laws and standards throughout the Country;
monitor food hygiene, environmental pollution, vector control and waste
management within the jurisdiction of the Country;
develop and implement Country policies and plans to ensure maximum enjoyment of the
right to reasonable standards of sanitation and provision of appropriate sanitation
services to the peoplein urban and rural areas havingregardto those who cannot afford
such services by reason of vulnerability or marginalization;
enhance sector-wideand cross-sector coordination by developing annual, medium
term and longterm plans to guide the environmental health and sanitation sector and its
intersection with other related sectors;
develop, administer and coordinate environmental health and sanitation activities
and interventions which shall include public health, preventive and rehabilitative
programmes;
issue licenses or permitsfor sanitation services where the powers arevested in the
Directorate by law or executive order issued in accordance with the law;
develop mechanisms for public participation, public awareness, education and
stakeholder engagement in environmental health and sanitation;
promoteand co-ordinate human resources development and institutional capacity
within the Government to effectively implement environmental health and sanitation
programmes;
order immediate restoration, restitution, improvement or remediation or
prohibition notices or orders on grounds of contravention of thisAct or any other law;
perform such other functions asmay be provided by law or asmay be necessary to
achieve the objectives of the Act.

(2). In the performance of its functions under this Act, the Directorate shall have due regard to
the callective interests of the people of Sierra Leone and of national interests over the interests of
any specificinterest group or sector of society.
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22. (1) There shall be appointed a Director and Deputy Director of Environmental Health and
Sanitation and such other officers as may be deemed necessary from time to time by the Public
Service Commisson.

(2) The Director shall, subject to the direction of the Chief Medical Officer of the Ministry
responsible for health and sanitation matters, be responsible for the administration of the
Directorate.

(3) The Director may delegateto any authorized officer any powers of the officein writing.
(4) The Director and officers of the Directorate shall be fit and proper persons and shall hold such
qualifications and such experience in the field of environmental health and sanitation.

23. (1) There shall be established an unincorporated body to be known asthe National
Inter-agency Committee.
(2) The Committee shall be composed of:-

a) the Minister responsible for Health and Sanitation as chairperson;

b) the Ministerresponsible for Water Resources;

c) theMinister responsible for Lands,Housing and Environment ;

d) the Minister responsible for Trade and Industry affairs;

e) the Minister responsible for Agriculture,Forestry and Food Security;

f) theMinister responsiblefor Labour and Social Security ;

g) the Minister responsible for Works and Infrastructure

h) Chairpersons of the Provincid, Didrictsand Chiefdom/\Wards public health Committees

or; and

i) Representatives of the key civil society and private sector stakeholder bodiesin the

Country;
i) The Chief Medical Officer in charge of public health and sanitation matters, as the
secretary.

(3) The objectiveof the Committee isto ensure a coordinated, efficient, effective and consultative
approach to public health and sanitation and may for that purpose:-

a) formulate national policies;

b) implement, monitor, evaluate and review strategies, and

¢) mobhilize resources for purposes of administration of thisAct.

(4) TheCommittee shall convene at least onceevery three (3) months.

(5) The Minister responsible for health and sanitation shall promulgate regulations in
respect of the structure, powers, functioningand administration of the Committeeand itsorgans.
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24. (1) TheCommittee shall constituteaTechnical Advisory Group whose members shall be experts
infieldsrelevant to Public Health and Sanitation.
(2) Subject to subsection (1), the Committee shall appoint seven persons from the public, private
and civil society sectors asmembers of the Technical Advisory Group on such terms and conditions as
the Committee may determine.
(3) Thefunctions of the Technical Advisory Group shall beto advise the Committee on:—
a) theformulationof national policies, standards, guidelines and regulations relating to public
health and sanitation;
b) the areasof researchand developmentin respect of public health and sanitation; and
c) Any other matter referred to it by the Committee.
(4) The Committee may by regulations delegate regulatory powers to the Technical Advisory Group
wherea public health and sanitation service is provided directly by the, ministry or another
agency of the Government.

25. (1) The Committee may establish provincia and districts public health and sanitation
Committeesto coordinate, monitor, evaluate and review public health and sanitation activities and
interventions in their respective Provinces and Districts, and to perform such other functionsas
may be deemed necessary to achieve the objectives of thisAct.

(2) The Minister responsible for Public Heal th and Sanitation shall prescribe regulations relating
to the functions, powers and procedures of the Provincial and districts public health and sanitation
Committees.

26. (1) Thereshall be established in every Chiefdom, and in some places Ward Public Hedth and
Sanitation Committees, which shall consist of the area paramount chief, Councilors  sectionchiefs,
area public health officers and area community health extension workers and an additional seven
(7) to thirteen (13) members representing residents, sanitation service providers, community
health committees, women, youth and persons with disabilities.
(2) Thecommittees established under sub-section (1) shall in so far as practicable promote
a community based approach to the provision of; public health and sanitation services by:-
a) promoting community ownership of public heath and sanitation programmes;
b) providing local leadership in public health and sanitation matters;
c) facilitating quarterly community dialogue and feedback on public health and sanitation
activities;
d) conductinghouseholdsurveysinthe Wards, villages and maintainingaWards ,villagespublic
health and sanitation register;
€) generating local solutions to local public health and sanitation problems;
f) creating public awarenessabout the essentialsof public health and sanitation;
g) facilitatingdevelopment of Chiefdoms, wards,village-level public health and sanitation plans
in accordance with published guidelines;
h) facilitating and coordinating provision of public health and sanitation servicesin the
Chiefdoms, wards and villages.
i) sensitization of communities on their public health and sanitation rights and
responsibilities;




Intervention
and emergency
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j) promoting residents participation in national planning and budgeting processes at the
Chiefdom , Wards and village level;
k) promotinglocal resource mobilization initiatives for publichedthand sanitation;
I) monitoring all public health and sanitationactivities that are conducted in the wards and
villages;
m)  preparing and submitting monthly, quarterly and annual wards and villages public
health and sanitation reports in accordance with published guidelines; and
n) discussing any material consequences resulting from poor public health and sanitation
and suggesting necessary action to prevent such.
(3) TheDirector shall compile and submit reports of the Chiefdoms, wards and villages public health
and sanitation committees to the national Inter-agency Coordination Committee.
(4) Theprocedures of the Chiefdoms and Ward Public Health and Sanitation committee shall be
as setout in the Third Schedule.
(4) Subject to the provisions of the Third Schedule, the Minister responsible for public health
and sanitation matters shall prescribe regulations relating to the constitution, functions,
powers and procedures of Chiefdoms Public Health and Sanitation Committees.

27. (1) TheMinister responsible for public health and sanitation matters may, where he
or sheisof the opinion that it isnecessary to do so in order to deal with a serious risk
to public heath or public safety or to dea with the likelihood of material or serious
environmental harm arising within the Country, make orders necessary to contain such risk
to public health, public safety or the environment.

(2) Every order or direction under sub-section (1) shall sofar as practicable be preceded by
inter-agency consultations.
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28. (1) The Government ishereby designated asa Sanitary Authority.
(2) The Government may perform the function of sanitation service provision through
the directorate responsible for environmental health and sanitation or it may arrange
for the exercise and performance of that function by one or more agents, to be known
as asanitation serviceprovider.
(3) A sanitation service provider shall beresponsible for —

a) the provision of sanitation services within the area specified in its authorizing

legidation, regulations, order or license; and
b) the development of assets for sanitation servicesprovision.

29. (1) It shall be the duty of the Government to ensure efficient, affordable,
economical and sustainable provision of and access to sanitation serviceswithin its area of
jurisdiction.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Government may:-

a) establish acompany, firmor other body for the delivery of aparticular service or
carrying on of aparticular function; or

b) contract any person, company, firm or other body for the delivery of a particular
service or carrying on aparticular function.

(3) Theduty to provide public heal th and sanitation services shall be subject to:-
a) the need for an equitableallocation of resources to all usersand potential users
withinthe jurisdiction of the Country;

b) theduty of sanitation services users to comply with reasonable conditions in respect
of provision of sanitation services including payment of reasonable charges for
such services;

¢) theobligation not to discriminate directly or indirectly against any person or group
of persons;

d) the right of the relevant sanitation service authority to limit or discontinue the
provision of sanitation services if there is a failureto comply with reasonable
conditions set for the provision of such services, and

e) the power to differentiate between categories of users and geographical areas when
setting standards, costs and levels of services.

(4) For the purposesof this Act, sanitation services include but are not limited to the
activities specified in the First Schedule.

30. A user of sanitation services hasthe duty to —

a) adhereto the rules of a sanitation service or facility when using the services or
using the facility;

b) cooperate with the sanitation service provider in the provision of sanitation
services,

C) treat sanitation serviceproviders and workers with dignity and respect;

d) make accessiblehisor her premises or land for the purposes of the performance of
any duty by aservice provider or any authorized officer under thisAct; and

€) make payments in respect of charges or feesin veneration of sanitation services.
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31. (1) No person may operate asa sanitation service provider by way of a business or for
payment of service charges without the approval of the Government or any other sanitary
utility.
(2) Any approval in termsof sub-section (1) —

a) shall befor aprescribed period; and

b) may be granted subject to conditions.
(3) Any personwho, at the commencement of this Act, was acting asa sanitation services
provider without approval from the Government, may continueto do sountil the expiry of
reasonable notice, which notice must not be longer than one year, given by the
Government or any other sanitation authority —

a) that it requires the provider to enter into acontract; or

b) that the continuation will be subject to approval ascontemplated in sub-section

(2).

(4) A utility or a service provider shall not operate except in accordance with a licence
issued under the relevant enabling Act.
(5) Sub-section (4) shall not apply to aperson who provides sanitation supply or sanitation
services solely for that person's own use.

32. (1) Any person may apply to the Government for alicence to operate autility or to be
aservice provider.
(2) Anapplication under sub-section (1) shall —
a) be accompanied by an environmental health impact assessment issued under
regulations made under thisAct or any other written law;
b) bein suchformsasmay be prescribed by regulations made under this Act or any
other written law; and
c) specify thefollowing —

i) the name of the utility or service provider;

i) the addressand principa place of businessof the utility or service
provider;

iii)  the shareholders in the utility or the ownersof shareholders of the
service provider;

iv)  thenames and qualifications of the senior staff of the utility or service
provider;

V) the sanitation serviceand period of time applied for;

vi)  thetypeof sanitation facilitiesto be provided and used,;

vii)  theshort and long term plans of the utility or service provider outlining
plans for the provision of an efficient, affordableand sustainable
sanitation service, performance targets; and

viii)  any other details asmay be prescribed by law.

(3) An application referredto in sub-section (2) shall be submitted in standard forms
prescribed under this Act.




Issuance or denia of 33. (1) The Government or other sanitation authority shall assess the conformity of the
sanitation  services  gpplication for the issuance of a license within the provisions of this Act and any other
licences. written law.
(2) Within fifteen (15) days after the submission of an applicationfor the issuingof a
license, the Government or other sanitation authority shall make public the said
application and shall ensure any interested parties accessthereto.
(3) The Government or other sanitation authority shall, within a reasonable time after
receipt of the application, pronounceadecision, to issue or refuse to issue thelicense to the
utility or service provider.
(4) Theissuance of a sanitation license may be subject to any conditionsset by any other
law.
(5) A decision of the Government or other sanitation authority rejecting an application
shall be accompanied by the reasons for rejection.

Duty to display 34. (1) At dl times while a person holds a sanitation service licence, the holder of the

documents. licence shall cause copies of the licence to be displayed on the premises or other place in
such characters and in such positions asto be conveniently read by persons having duties
on those premises which areor may be affected by the mattersor conditions set out in the
licence.
(2) Any person who puts up a false document or without reasonable cause pullsdown or
defaces any document posted in pursuance of sub-section (1) shall be guilty of an offence
and liable on conviction to afinenot exceeding five million Leones (5,000,000 SL) or to
imprisonment for aterm of not less than three (3) months.

Conditions of 35. A utility or sanitation serviceprovider issued with alicence shall —
licence. a) comply withthe provisions of this Act and any other writtenlaw;
b) enforce regulatory standards, notices, and orders;
c) keeparecord of itssanitation servicesin aform specified by law and submit to the
Government every year from the commencement of the licence;
d) comply with any other condition which the sanitation authority may consider
relevant for the proper operation of the utility or service provider; and
€) not transfer to athird party, directly or indirectly, without the prior approval of the
Government or other issuing authority.

Amendment of 36. The Government or other issuing authority may amend a licenceon the application
licence. of the holder of alicence -

a) wheresome other person has succeeded to the interest in the business enterprise
belonging to the holder of the licence, by substituting for the name of the holder
the name of the successor;

b) where the name of the business enterprise isaltered, by substituting the name so
altered; or

c) for any other reasons submitted by the applicant of the licence which the
Government may consider to be necessary for the improvement of the provision
of sanitation services.
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37. (1) A sanitation service licence may on application by the holder of the licence, be
renewed by the Government or other issuing sanitation authority.

(2) The holder of a sanitation service license must, beforethe expiry date of the license
and within the period specified in the license, apply for the renewal of the license to the
sanitation authority of theareain which theactivity iscarried out by lodging an application
in the form required by the sanitation authority.

38. (1) The Government or other issuing authority of a sanitation service licence may
suspend or cancel any licence if the holder of the licence —
a) obtained the licence by fraud or deliberate or negligent submission of false

information;

b) transfersor otherwise assignsa licence without prior approval of the issuing
authority;

c) contravenesthisAct or any other applicable law or any terms and conditions of the
licence;

d) fails, without reasonable cause, to comply with an enforcement notice issued by an
authorized officer; or
e) fails without reasonable cause, to provide the sanitation serviceswithin the
reasonable time limits.

(2) The Government or other issuing authority shall, before suspending or cancelling
alicence in accordance with subsection (1), give its written notice to the holder of the
license of itsintention to suspend or cancel the license and specify the groundsfor the
suspension or cancellation and require the utility or service provider to show cause,
within aperiod of not more than thirty days, why the license should not be suspended or
cancelled.
(3) Theissuing authority shall not suspend or cancel alicense, under this section, if the
holder of the license takes remedial measures, to the satisfaction of the authority, withinthe
period of thirty days referred to in subsection (2).
(4) If the holder of alicence, notified under sub-section (2), fails to show cause, to the
satisfaction of the issuing authority or doesnot take remedial measures to the satisfaction
of the authority, within the time specified in that sub-section, it may suspend or cancel the
licence.
(5) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Act, where alicence hasbeen suspended
or cancelled, the competent authority in the issuing authority may, in the public interest
after giving the proprietor an opportunity of being heard, direct that the utility or service
provider be operated under the management and control of a statutory manager.
(6) Subject to any other written law, astatutory manager may be appointed by the competent
authority for such period and upon such termsand conditions as the appointing authority
deemsfit.
(7) Any expensesconnected with the appointment of a statutory manager and the
management of autility or service provider by the statutory manager shall be acharge onthe
revenues of the utility or service provider to whichthe statutory manager isappointed.
(8) Any person whois aggrieved by any decision under thissection may appeal to the High
Court or the Environment and Land Court.
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39. (1) Wherethe holder of alicence isunable to commence operations withintwelve (12)
monthsfrom the date of issue of alicence, the holder of such licence shall, forthwith, notify
the issuing authority of suchfailure giving reasons thereof, and the issuing authority shall,
if satisfied with the reasons, specify the period within which such holder shall comply with
the termsof the licence.

(2) Where the holder of alicence is unable to supply sanitation services, in accordance
with the licence, the holder of the licence shall notify the issuing authority, of suchfact, in
writing, and shall surrender the licence thereto.

(3) Where aperiod of twelve months from the date of issue of alicence has expired without
the holder of the licence supplying sanitation services in accordance with the terms of the
licence and no notification has been made in accordance with this section, the licence shall
lapse and shall, subject to thisAct or any other applicable law, be cancelled.

(4) Thelicensing authority shall publish suchinformationto the public.

40. The Government shall keep a register of utilities and service providers issued with
licences under this Part and shall, at least onceevery year, publishalist of al utilities and
service providers holding alicence under thisAct or any other National legidation.




PART 5: Prevention and Contr ol of infectious diseases
Applicable 41. (1) The following principles apply to the management and control of natifiable
principles. infectious di seases—
a) thespread of anctifiable infectious disease should be prevented or minimized with
the minimum restriction on the rights of any person;
b) a person at risk of contracting a notifiable infectious disease should take all
reasonable precautions to avoid contracting the infectious disease;
c) apersonwho has, or suspects that they may have, a notifiable infectious disease
should—

i) ascertain whether he or she has a notifiable infectious disease and what
precautions he or she should take to prevent any other person from
contracting the notifiable infectious disease; and

i) take all reasonable stepsto eliminate or reduce therisk of any other person
contracting the notifiable infectious disease;

d) a personwho is at risk of contracting, has or suspects he or she may have, a
notifiable infectious diseaseisentitled—

i) to receive information about the notifiable infectious disease and any
appropriate availabletreatment;

ii) to have accessto any appropriate availabletreatment.

(2) In this Act, a notifiableinfectiousdisease means any of the diseases itemizedin the
Second Schedule.
(3) Notwithstanding sub-section (2), the Minister in charge of hedthmattersmay —
a) declare that any notifiable infectious disease other than those specified under the
Second Schedule to thisAct shall be notifiable diseasesunder this Act;
b) declare that only such provisions of thisAct as arestipulated in such notice shall
apply to any notifiable infectious disease;
c) restrict the provisions of thisAct, asregards the notification of any disease, to any
area defined in such notice.

42. (1) The Chief Medica Officer may, from time totime, institute public health surveillance
Public health programmes or undertake epidemiological investigations or surveys of people, animals
surveillance or vectorsin order to determinethe existence, prevalence or incidence, or to determine
programmes, etc. o :
the likelihood of apossible outbreak, of —
a) anyinfectious disease; or
b) any other diseasewhich the Minister responsble for health matters, by notification,
declaresto be adisease to whichthis section applies.
(2) For the purpose of any public health surveillance programme, epidemiological
investigation or survey under sub-section (1), the Chief Medical Officer may require any
person —
a) to furnishhim or her, within suchtime as he may specify, with—
i) suchinformationas he or she may require; and
i) any sample of any substance or matter in the possession or control of that
person, whether taken pursuant to thisAct or otherwise, as he or she may
consider necessary or appropriate; and
b) to submitto suchmedical examination ashe or she thinksfit.
(3) If aperson who isrequired by the Chief Medical Officer under sub-section (2) to furnish
the Chief Medicad Officer with any information or sample, or to submit to any medical
examination, fails, without reasonable excuse, to do so, he or she shal be guilty of an
offence.
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43. (1) Every medical practitioner who has reasonto believe or suspectthat any person
attended or treated by him or her is suffering from a notifiable infectious disease or isa
carrier of that disease shall notify the public health officer, officer in charge of the nearest
government health facility or the Chief Medical Officer within the prescribed time and in
suchform as prescribed by regulations made under this Act.

(2) Every person in charge of alaboratory used for the diagnosis of disease who becomes
aware of the existence of a notifiable infectious diseasein the course of hiswork shall
notify the officer in charge of the nearest government health facility or the Chief Medical
Officer within the prescribed time and in such form as prescribed by regulations made
under this Act.

(3) Any person who isaware or who suspects that any other person issuffering or has died
from or isacarrier of an infectious disease shall notify the area Paramount Chief, Section
chief, Area public health officer, local community health extension worker, officer in-
charge of the nearest government health facility or the Chief Medical Officer within the
prescribed time and in suchform as prescribed by regulations made under this Act.

(4) Any person in-charge of any school, educational institution or other boarding facility
shall, with the least practicable delay, notify the area village administrator, assistant chief,
area public health officer, area community health extension worker, officer in-charge of the
nearest government healthfacility or the Chief Medical Officer withinthe prescribed time
and in suchform as prescribed by regulations made under this Act, if he or she knows or
has reason to believe that any person in the school, educational institution or other
boarding facility issuffering from or hasdied of an infectious disease.

(5) Any area village administrator, assistant chief, areapublic health officer, area community
health extension worker or officerin charge of the nearest government health facility
receiving notification under this section shall, with the least practicable delay, notify the
Chief Medical Officer.

(6) Any person who contravenes this section commits an offence

44. (1) The Chief Medical officer may require any person whoiis, or issuspected to be, a
case or carrier or contact of an infectious disease to submit to medical examination or
medica treatment within or at suchtime, and at such place, asthe Chief Medical Officer
may determine.

(2) Where the person who is, or is suspectedto be, a caseor carrier or contact of an
infectious diseaseisaminor, the Chief Medical Officer may require the parent or guardian
of the minor to have the minor medically examined or treated at such times and at such
hospital or other place as the Chief Medica Officer may determine.

(3) Any person who fails, without reasonable excuse, to comply withthe requirement of the

Chief Medical Officer under this section shall be guilty
of an of an offence.
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45. (1) The Minister may, where he or sheis satisfied that there is an outbreak of an
infectiousdisease in any areawithin the jurisdiction of the Country, or that any area is
threatened with an epidemic of any infectious disease, by order published in the Gazette,
declare such area to be an infected local area.
(2) The Minister may, by regulations made under this Act, prescribe the measures to be
takento control or prevent the spread of any infectious disease within or from an infected
local area.
(3) During the continuance in forceof an order made under sub-section (1), it shall be
lawful for any authorized officer to direct any personor class or category of persons living
in aninfected local area or in any part thereof to subject himself or themselves—

a) to treatment or immunization;

b) to isolation, observation or surveillance, the period of which being specified

according to circumstances; or
c) to any other measures asthe authorized officer considers necessary to control the
disease.

(4) 1t shall be lawful for an authorized officer to use such proportional force, with or
without assistance, asmay be necessary and to employ such methods as may be sufficient
to ensure compliance with any directionissued under sub-section (3).
(5) Any person who refuses to comply with any direction issued under sub-section (3)
commits an offence.

46. (1) No person who knowsor has reasonto believe that he or sheis suffering from
an infectious disease shall expose other persons to the risk of infection by his presence or
conduct in any public place or any other place used in common by persons other than the
members of hisown family or household.

(2) No person who knowsor hasreasonto believe that he or sheis suffering from any
infectious disease specified in the First Schedule shall do any act which he knowsor has
reason to believe islikely to lead to the spread of suchinfectious disease.

(3) Any person who contravenes this section commits an offence.

(4) This section shall not apply to any personwhose presence or conduct in such place as
mentioned in sub-section (1) isnecessary for the purpose of obtaining medical treatment.

47. (1) No personwho knows or hasreason to believe that any article iscontaminated or
that any animal isinfected or contaminated shall give, lend, sell, transmit, use or expose
sucharticle or animal without prior disinfection.

(2) Any person who contravenes sub-section (1) commits an offence.

(3) This section shall not apply to any person who transmits, with proper precautions, any
article or animal for the purpose of having it disinfected.
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48. (1) Anauthorized officer may order the destruction of any animal and the disposal of
any food or water wherever found if he considers such animal, food or water to be asource
for the transmission of an infectious disease.
(2) Without prejudice to any proceedings under sub-section (2), where an order made by
an authorized officer under sub-section (1) has not been complied with, an authorized
officer, health officer or apolice officer may —
a) without warrant and with such force asmay be necessary, enter the premises where
the animal, food or water (asthe case may be) isto befound, and
b) takeor cause to betaken such measures as have been specified in the order for the
destruction of the animal or the disposal of the food or water.
(3) Thecosts and expenses incurred by the authorized officer or health officer under sub-
section (3) shall be paid by the person in default and may berecovered as adebt dueto the
Government.

49. (1) TheChief Medica Officer or an authorized officer may order any person whois, or
issuspected to be, a case or carrier or contact of an infectious disease to be detained and
isolated in a hospital or other place for such period of time and subject to such
conditions as the Director may determine.
(2) The Chief Medical officer may order any person whois, or is suspected or continues to
besuspected to be, acase or carrier or contact of an infectious disease, or who hasrecently
recovered from or been treated for such disease, to remain and to be isolated and (if
necessary) be treated, in hisown dwelling place —
a) for such period of time asmay be necessary for the protection of the public, and
b) subject to such conditions as the Chief Medica Officer may consider
necessary for this purpose.
(3) Where the person who isto be isolated under sub-section (1) or (2) isaminor, the

Chief Medical Officer may order the parent or guardian of
the minor —

a) to takethe minor, within the time specified in the order, to the place in which he
or sheisto beisolated,
b) to ensure that the minor remainsinisolation in hisor her own dwelling place,
for such period of time and subject to such conditions asthe Chief Medical Officer
may specify

(4) Any person against whom an order under sub-section (1) or (2) ismadeshall be guilty
of an offence if he or she —

a) fails, without reasonable excuse, to proceed to the placein which heisto beisolated
within the time specified in the order,

b) without the permission of the Chief Medical Officer, leaves or attempts to leave
the placein which he or sheisbeingisolated, or fails, without reasonable excuse,
to comply with any condition to which he or she issubject.

(5) Any person, being the parent or guardian of a minor, who fails, without reasonable
excuse, to comply with an order of the Chief Medical Officer under sub-section (3) shall be
guilty of an offence.
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50. (1) The Minister may, for the purpose of preventing the outbreak or spread of an
infectious disease, by notification declare any premises to be an isolation area.

(2) A notification under sub-section (1) shall beeffective until the expiration of such period
as may be specified in the notification or until it is revoked by the Minister, whichever
occurs first.

(3) The Chief Medical Officer may, in relationto an isolation area, by order — prohibit
any person or class of persons from entering or leaving the isolation areawithout the
permission of the Chief Medica Officer —

a) prohibit or restrict the movement within the isolation area of any person or class
of persons;

b) prohibit or restrict the movement within the isolation area of any personor class
of persons;

c) prohibit or restrict the movement of goods,

d) requireany person or class of persons to report at specified timesand places and
submit to such medical examinations, answer such questions and submit to such
medical treatment as the Chief Medica Officer deems fit;

€) authorize the destruction, disposal or treatment of any goods, structure, water
supply, drainage and sewerage systemor other matter within the isolation area
known or suspected to be a source of infection; and

f) prohibit, restrict, require or authorize the carrying out of such other act asmay be
prescribed.

(4) An authorized officer, health officer or a police officer may take any action that is
necessary to give effect to an order under sub-section (3).

(5) Any person who, without reasonable excuse, contravenes an order under sub-section (3)
shall be guilty of an offence.

51. (1) TheChief Medical Officer or an authorized officer may, in hisor her discretion,
order any person whois, or issuspected to be, acase or carrier or contact of an infectious
disease to undergo surveillance for such period of time and subject to such conditions
asthe Chief Medica Officer or authorized officer thinksfit.

(2) Where the person who isto undergo surveillance under sub-section (1) isaminor,
the Chief Medical Officer or other authorized officer may order the parent or guardian

of the minor to have the minor undergo surveillance for such period of time and subject

to such conditions asthe Chief Medical Officer or authorized officer thinksfit.

(3) Any person subjected to surveillance by the Chief Medical Officer under sub-section
(1) whofails, without reasonableexcuse, to comply with any condition relating to his
surveillance imposed by the Chief Medical Officer shall be guilty of an offence.

(4) Any person, being the parent or guardian of a minor, who fails, without reasonable
excuse, to comply with an order of the Chief Medical Officer under sub-section (2) shall be
guilty of an offence.
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52. Where any person has died whilst being, or suspected of being, acaseor carrier or contact
of an infectiousdisease, the Chief Medica Officer or an authorized officer may order a
postmortem examination of the body of that person for the purpose of —
a) determiningthe cause or circumstances of the death of that person, or
b) investigating into any outbreak or suspected outbreak of, or preventing the spread
of that disease.

53. (1) Where—
a) aperson hasdied or issuspected to have died of an infectious disease; and
b) an authorized officer hasgiven directions asto the manner in whichthe corpse of
suchperson isto beburied or cremated, no person shall bury or cremate such corpse
otherwise than in accordance with thedirections of the authorized officer.
(2) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) commits an offence.

54. 1) The Chief Medica Officer or an authorized officer may, where he or she has reason
to believe that there has been a person with an infectious disease on any premises, or that
there exist on any premises conditionslikely to lead to the outbreak or spread of any
infectious disease, do any or all of the following:

a) examine or cause to be examined any person found on the premises with a view
to ascertaining if the personissuffering or has been suffering from an infectious
disease;

b) examine the premises and any articleor animal on the premises with a view to
ascertaining if they are contaminated or infected, asthe case may be;

c) prohibit the sale or distribution of food or water in the premises for such period as
may be specified in the notice;

d) orderthe premises or any part thereof to be disinfected, disinsected and deratted;

€) order the premises or any part thereof to be closed until the premises have been
thoroughly disinfected, disinsected and deratted;

f) order the disinfection of al contaminated articles and infected or contaminated
animalson the premisesor, if such article or animal isincapable of being thoroughly
disinfected, order itsdestruction;

g) do any other act to prevent the outbreak or the spread of any infectious disease.

(2) Any owner or occupier who fails to comply with the requirements of the notice served
under sub-section (1) shall be guilty of an offence.

(3) Without prejudice to any proceedings under sub-section (2), where anotice issued by
the Chief Medical Officer or an authorized officer under sub-section (1) has not been
complied with, a person authorized in that behalf by the Chief Medical Officer or an
authorized officer may, without warrant and with such force as may be necessary, enter the
premises or vessel to whichthe notice relates and take or cause to be taken such measures
as have been specified in the notice.

(4) The cost and expenses incurred by the Chief Medical Officer or authorized officer
under sub-section (3) shall be paid by the person in default and may berecovered asadebt
due to the Government.
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55. (1) Subjectto the provisions of this Act and any other written law, the Director may
order the destruction of any structurewhere acase of infectious disease hasoccurred if the
structureisincapable of being thoroughly disinfected.

(2) The Chief Medica Officer shall report to the Ministeer every order made under sub-
section (1).

56. Where an authorized officer is satisfied that any vehicle has been used to convey any
person suffering from an infectious disease, the authorized officer may order or cause such
vehicle to be disinfected.

57. (1) Whereit appearsto the Chief Medica Officer or authorized personthat the holding
of any meeting, gathering or any public entertainment islikely to increase the spread of any
infectious disease, the Chief Medical Officer may by order prohibit or restrict, subject to
such conditions as he may think fit, for aperiod not exceeding fourteen (14) days, the
meeting, gathering or public entertainment in any place.

(2) Anorder under subsection (1) may berenewed by the Chief Medica Officer fromtime
to time for such period, not exceeding fourteen (14) days, asthe Chief Medicd Officer
may, by notice in writing, specify.

(3) Any person who holds, is present at or has taken part in any meeting, gathering or
public entertainment in contravention of an order by the Chief Medical Officer under
sub-section (1) shall beguilty of an offence.

(4) An authorized officer, health officer or a police officer may take any action that is
necessary to give effect to an order under sub-section (1)

(5) Any person who is aggrieved by any order of the Chief Medica Officer under
subsection (1) may, within seven (7) daysfrom the date of the order, appeal to the Minister.
(6) Notwithstanding that any appeal under sub-section (4) is pending, an order made by
the Chief Medical Officer under sub-section (1) shall takeeffect from the date specified by
the Chief Medical Officer, unless the Minister otherwise directs.
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58. (1) The Government directorate responsible for environmental health and sanitation
mattersshall develop aplanto bereviewed every five years for food safety and sanitation.
(2) Notwithstanding the generality of sub-section (1), a food sanitation and hygiene plan
shall define:-
(a) thescopeanditemsfor which monitoring and enforcement shall be implemented
intensively;
(b) theinfrastructural requirements for food testing and analysis;
(c) financial and human resource requirements;
(d) mechanismsfor guidanceto promote self-regulation or voluntary food sanitation
management;
(e) mechanisms for coordination with other relevant regulatory organs.
(3) The Government Directorate responsible for environmental health and sanitation
matters shall advise the Government and its organs on the development of the necessary
human capital, financial resources, institutional arrangements and enabling infrastructure to
implement the plan under sub-sections (1) and (2).

59. An authorized officer of the Ministry of Health and Sanitation responsible for
environmental health and sanitation mattersshall have the power:-

a) at all reasonable hoursto enter any institution or food establishment within the
jurisdiction of the Country for the purpose of ascertaining compliance with the
requirements of thispart or orders madeunder this Act;

b) at all reasonable hoursto enter any other premises, vessel or facility used for the
production, preparation, processing, storage, sale or distribution of food for the
purpose of ascertaining whether thereisany evidence of any contravention of the
requirements of thispart or orders madeunder this Act;

c) to inspect and examine, detain, seize or removefor the purpose of examination
any article of food in any premiseor place where such food is sold, prepared,
processed, packaged, stored, or displayed;

d) to order treatment,destruction or disposal of any food article where he or sheis
of the opinion that such food is unfit for human consumption.

60. (1) No person or entity shall operate a food establishment for public patronage
without securing a sanitary licence from the Directorate responsble for environmental
health and sanitation matters.

(2) No person or entity to whom a licence has been issued under the provisions of this
section shall lend, hire, sell, transfer or otherwisedispose of such permit to any other
person or entity except in accordance with regulations made under this Act.

(3) A licence issued under this section shall be valid for a prescribed period and may be
renewed for the same period where the applicant has complied with permit conditions and
the requirements of thisAct or other applicable law.
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(4) A license may be suspended or revoked if the holder of the licence:-
a) obtained the licence by fraud or deliberate or negligent submission of false
information;
b) transfersor otherwise assignsa licence without prior approval of the issuing
authority;
c) contravenes thisAct or any termsand conditions of the licence; or
d) fails, without reasonable cause, to comply with an enforcement noticeissued under
thisAct or any other written law.
(5) For the purposesof this Act, a food establishment means an operation that stores,
prepares, packages, serves, vends, or otherwiseprovidesor distributesfood for human
consumption, whether free of chargeor not, such as a school, college, hospital, nursing
home, care center or any other similar institution.
(6) TheMinister responsible for heal th and sanitation matters shall prescribethe procedure
and manner of making such an application, the applicable feesand the conditions for the
grant or renewal of such permits.

61. (1) No person shall be employed in the preparation of food in afood establishment
without a health certificate issued by a medicd practioneer duly authoried by the Chief
Medical Officer.

(2) A health certificate shall beissued or reissued asthe case may be only after the required
physical and medical examinations have been performed and appropriate immunizations,
if applicable, administered or maintained at prescribed intervals.

(3) A health certificate issued under sub-section (1) may, at any time, be revoked or
suspended —

a) wheretheholderisknown or suspectedto suffer fromaninfectiousor communicable
disease;

b) where the holder appearsto have anillness, infection or openlesion, sore, infected
wound or any other abnormal source of microbial contamination;

¢) wherethelicensed operator of afood establishment knowingly employsany person
who issuffering from or issuspected to be suffering from an infectious disease;

d) wherethe licensed operator of a food establishment does not comply with sub-
section (2);

e) wherethe licensed operator of a food establishment refusesto comply with any
lawful order or requisition made with any requisition made under sub-section (3);
and

f) under any other circumstances prescribed by regulations promul gated under this
Act.

(4) The Minister responsible for health and sanitation matters shall prescribe the form and
manner of application for ahealth certificate for the purposes of sub-section (1).
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62. (1) No oneshall sell, collect, prepare, manufacture, keep, transmit, display or otherwise
offer for sale any food for human consumption whichis:-
a) rotten, stale, unwholesome, unripe foodsorwhich are such conditionswhich likely
to harm the human body;
b) foodswhichcontainor arelikely to contain poisonous or harmful substances;
¢) foodsthat are or are likelyto be contaminated by microbeswhich may cause
disease or harm to the body; or
d) foods that are likely to harm the human body due to uncleanliness or
adulteration.
(2) No person shall sell, collect, manufacture, import, process, use, cook, store, sub-divide,
transport or offer for sale any milk, meat, bones, organs or blood of animals which have
contracted or arelikely to contract disease.
(3) An authorized officer may issue a closing order prohibiting the sale, preparation,
packaging, display or distribution of food on grounds of public health.

63. (1) It shall bethe duty of every person who sells, prepares, packages, stores, or displays
any food for sde or distribution in a fairground, public park, market or similar place or
event to ensure that suchfood -

a) isadequately protected fromflies, dust, vermin, and spoilage; and

b) iskeptin safe and sanitary conditions free of contamination.
(2) TheMinister responsible for heal th and sanitation mattersshall prescribe rules for the
purposes of subsection (1).

64. (1) Every person who owns, operates or isin charge of the growing or harvesting of food
articles or raw materialsto beusedin the preparation of food shall ensure that such operations
areconducted under clean and sanitary conditions free from any contamination.

(2) Notwithstanding the generality of sub-section (1), the harvesting operations for food
articles or raw materials shall ensure that:-

a) unfit food articlesor raw materials are segregated out during harvesting and
disposed of in such placeand such manner that they may not contaminate any
other food or water supply; and

b) harvesting devicesdo not constitute a source of contamination to food articles or
raw materials.

65. (1)An authorized officer may, at any reasonable time enter any food establishment,
facility or premise used for the sale, preparation,
packaging, conveyance or storage of
food to inspect and examine any food found therein and:-

a) takesamples of food from such food establishment, facility or premise;

b) seize anyfood or item during the course of suchinspection; or

c) preventthe sale or distribution whereit isfound, or there isreason to believe,

that suchfood isunfit for human consumption.

(2) An authorized officer shall take the necessary careand issue the necessary ordersor
guidanceto the owner, operator or person in chargeof a food establishment, facility
or premises with regard to food hygiene and sanitation in order to prevent sanitation
hazards or violation of this Act or orders issued under it or any other written law.
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(3) An authorized officer shall carry at al times and, upon demand, present an identity card
issued by the Ministry responsible for Health and Sanitation.

(4) Any person who obstructs an authorized officer or otherwise interferes with the exercise
of any powers conferred by this section shall be guilty of an offence and liable to afine not
exceeding Five Million Leones(5,000,000SL) or animprisonment for atermnot exceeding
nine (9) months or both.

66. (1) Any authorized officer may serve an improvement notice or prohibition order on
the owner or operator of afood establishment, facility or premisewherethe authorized
officer considers on reasonable grounds that the sale, offer for sale, processing, manufacture,
conveyance or storage of food therein doesnot comply with an enforceable requirement
under thisAct or regulations madethereunder.

(2) An improvement notice or prohibition order shall take the form of a direction that
requires specified enforceable requirement to be complied with within a stipulated period
after service of notice on the operator or owner.

(3) Where an improvement notice or prohibition order has not been complied with, an
authorized officer may causeto beserved on the operator or owner of afood establishment,
facility or premisea second notice or order caling on such operator or owner to show
cause, at atime and place, why the sanitary permit should not be suspended or revoked.
(4) Any decisiontaken in terms of this section shall be taken in accordance with the
requirements of the right to administrative action that is expeditious, efficient, lawful,
reasonable and procedurally fair.

(5) A person who contravenes the requirements of sub-section (2) commits an offence.

67. (1) No personshall useany plant, facility, premise or place for or in connection with
the preparation, processing, manufacture, storage, conveyance, handling of food for sale
which:-

a) doesnot meet the structural requirementsrelating to the dimensions, design,
lighting and ventilation suitable to facilitate maintenance and sanitary operations
for food processing purposes as set out under rulesmade under this Act or any
other law;

b) isused asaliving or slegping quarter or any other purpose whichwould belikely
to contaminate the food or to affect injurioudly its wholesomeness, fitnessor
cleanliness, and

c) doesnot provide effective screening or other protection against birds, animalsand
vermin, including but not limited to insects and rodents.

(2) Where any food plant or establishment by the reason of its construction or disrepair,
isin such a condition that any food in the premises may be exposed to contamination or
deterioration, an authorized officer may serve a noticein writing on the owner, operator
or person in charge of afood plant or establishment:-

a) requiring the cleaning, reconstruction or repair of the facility or premises in the
specified manner and period; or

b) prohibiting the use of the facility or premises until the conditionsstatedin such
notice have beenfulfilled.

(3) All plant equipment and utensils shall be: -

- a) suitable for their intended use;

b) sodesigned and of such material and workmanship asto be adequately cleanable;
and

c) properly maintained.
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(4) TheMinister responsible for health and sanitation matters shall prescribe rulesin respect
of the construction, equipment, operation and maintenance of food plants.

68. (1) The Ministry responsible for heath and sanitation mattersmay:-
a) establish, construct, maintain, let and manage slaughterhouses and abattoirs;
and
b) authorize and regulate the operation or closure of slaughterhouses or abattoirs by
whomsoever established.
(2) No person shall slaughter or dress livestock for human consumption in locations other
than designated slaughterhouses and abattoirs except:-

a) cases of persons, other than persons carrying on meat retail businessesor other
businesses handling meat principally for consumption by said personsand
their family members;

b) caseswhere livestock have been injured or have fallen into an incurable state
due to unforeseen accidents and have to beimmediately slaughtered:;

c) caseswhere the meat therefrom isnot intended for consumption by humans,
animals or birdsand suitable means are available for the disposal of every part
of suchanimal;

d) cases where livestock suffer from difficult delivery or other conditions
designated by law or order and have to beimmediately slaughtered;

€) caseswhere it isnecessary to destroy any dangerous animal and where it could
not safely betaken to any authorized place of slaughter;

f) caseswhere the livestock isintended for consumption by such person or the
household, exclusively; or

g) other casesdesignated by lawful executive order.

(3) No livestock shall be slaughtered in a slaughterhouse or abattoir other than livestock
approved upon inspections performed in accordance with the law.

(4) The Minister responsible for heal th and sanitation matters shall in consultationwith
the Ministers responsible for trade, water, livestock and public works prescribe
regulations respecting the establishment, construction, equipment, control and closing
of saughterhouses and abattoirs.

69. (1) Every person who owns, operates or isin charge of afood plant or establishment
shall takeall reasonable measures and precaution to ensure that:-

a) no person suffering from any communicable disease or whilea carrier of such
disease, or while affected with boails, sores, infected wounds, open lesions or other
sourcesof microbiological contamination, shall work in a food establishment,
facility or plant in a capacity in which there is a reasonable possibility of food
ingredients becoming contaminated by such person or such disease being
transmitted to the other employees, customers and users;

b) thorough medical examinationis carried out in a public health facility or by a
medical officer of health on all employees prior to their employment and at regular
intervals of not more than six (6) months, and the health certificates are kept at
the food plant or establishment and on demand by the authorized officersshould
be produced;
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c)

d)

all personswhileworkingin direct contact with food, food ingredients or food
contact surfaces comply with requirements asto genera cleanliness and personal
hygiene and dressing; and

proper supervision is provided by competent supervisory personnel to ensure the
compliance with the requirements of thisAct or any other applicable law.

(2) An owner, operator or person in charge of afood plant or establishment or facility shall
provide and maintain:-

a)
b)

c)

d)

clean and sanitary toilet facilities for employees, customers and other users;
hand-washing facilities at or near the toilet facilities with an adequate supply of
soap contained in suitable dispensers, running water and suitable hand driers;

the supply of running water in al areas wherethe preparation of food and the
cleaning of equipment or utensils isconducted; and

facilities for drainage of effluents or disposal of waste in amanner compatible with
the requirements of public health and environmental protection.

(3) It shall constitutean offense for any owner, operator, employee or person in charge of a
food plant or establishment who contravenes the provisions of sub-section (1) and (2).

(4) TheMinister responsible for environmental health and sanitation mattersshall prescribe
rules for the purposes of sub-section (1).

70. (1) The Minister responsible for health and sanitation matters shall prescribe
regulations:-

a)
b)

<)

d)

f)

9)

providing for the inspection of food plants, factories, stores, shops and other places
where any article of food ismanufactured or prepared or kept;

providing for the inspection of slaughterhouses, and the animals therein, and
prohibiting, restricting or regulating the slaughtering of animals,

in respect of the taking and examination of samples of articles of food and the
removal or detention, pending examination or inquiry of animals or articles which
are suspected of being diseased or unsound or unwholesome or unfit for human
consumption;

providing for the procedure for the detention, seizure or destruction of any
diseased, unsound or unwholesome article of food, or which hasbeen exposed to
any infection or contamination;

in respect of the medical supervision of food handlers, includingthe provision of
requisite hand washing and sanitary facilities of suchfood handlers;

requiring the medical examination of any person in any premises in which an
article of food intended for saleis collected, kept, sold or exposed for sdle, or of any
person who has been engaged in the collection, preparation, keeping, conveyance,
or distribution of any food; and

prescribing the placesat which and the conditions under which animals are
slaughtered for human consumption.
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71. (1) The Government Ministry responsible for health matters may, subject to any
other applicable law, control the development and use of land and buildingsin the interest
of public health and sanitation and the proper and orderly development of itsarea.

(2) Notwithstanding the generality of sub-section (1), theMinistry shall:-

a) consider and approve all development applications and grant devel opment

permissions;

b) ensure the proper execution and implementation of approved development
plans;

¢) formulate zoning regulations in respect of use and density of development; and d)
acquire, reserveand maintain land planned for any publicfacility.
(3) A person shall not develop or use land other than in accordance with the Nationd spetid
development plan, physical planning lawsand any other relevant laws, regulationsand
by-laws.
(4) Any land classified or building erected for any purpose shall not be subsequently used for
other purposes materialy different from its purpose without prior consent of the
Government as to the intended change of user.

72. (1) No person shall construct a building or an extension of a building within the
Country except in accordance with the requirements relating to public health and
sanitation as provided for under this Act and any other applicable [aw.
(2) For the purposesof this Act, an applicationfor approval under sub-section (1) shall
be made on a form prescribed under regulations made pursuant to this Act which shall
contain:-
a) thenameand address of the applicant and, if the applicant isnot the owner of the
land on whichthe building in question isto be erected, the owner of suchland,;
b) alocation plan, site plan, layout drawing, fireinstallation drawing, and drainage
installation drawing; and
¢) suchother plans and specifications as may be required under law.
(3) The department shall consider each application and the plans and specifications
accompanying it and, and may within forty-five (45) days after service of the application,
a) whereit issatisfied that the plans and specifications meet the requirements of this
Act and any other applicable law, approve or approve subject to conditions; or
b) where plansand specifications do not meet the requirements of this Act and any
other applicable law, disapprove thereof.
(4) Any person erectingany building or extension of a building in contravention of the
requirements of this sectionshall be guilty of an offence and be liable on conviction to a
fine not exceeding five Million Leones (5,000,000SL) or an imprisonment for a term not
exceeding oneyear or both.




Regulationsrelating  73. (1) The Minister responsible for health and sanitation matters may, subject to any
to healthprotection  other applicable law, makeregulations for all or any of the following matters:-
and sanitation in a) thedeposit of plans, sections, specificationsand written particulars in respect of an
buildings. L )
application for approval;

b) the construction of buildings, the provision of proper lighting and ventilation, and
the prevention of overcrowding;

c) the periodical cleansing and white-washing or other treatment of premises and
the cleansing of land attached thereto and the removal of rubbish or refuse
therefrom,

d) the drainage of land, streets or premises, the disposal of offensive liquidsand the
removal and disposal of rubbish, refuse, manure and waste matters;

e) the standard or standards of purity of any liquid which, after treatment in any
purification works, may be discharged therefrom as effluent;

f) the keeping of animals or birdsand the construction, cleanliness and drainage of
places where animals or birdsarekept;

g) thesanitary control of markets and market buildings;

h) the establishment and carrying on of offensive tradesor factories which areliable
to cause offensive smells or effluvia or to discharge liquid or other material liable
to cause such smellsor effluvia or to pollute watercourses, or are otherwise liable to
be anuisance or injurious or dangerous to health;

i) the control of houseslet in lodgings, the fixing of the maximum number of
lodgers, the minimum floor space allotted to each lodger, the adequate ventilation
and lighting and periodical cleansing and lime washing at stated intervals of the
premises, the provision of adequate sanitary appliances and other requirements
having for their object the protection of the health of the lodgers or surrounding
inhabitants;

j) theinspection of works, buildings, premises, factories and trade premises, and for
the testing of drains and sewers, and the taking by an authorized officer of samples
of materials to be used in the construction of buildings, or in the execution of
other works, and the giving of notices and orders by an authorized officer;

k) the protection of public sewers; and

I) theexamination and licensing of plumbers and drain layers.

(2) For the purposes of thissection, regulationsin relation to the construction of buildings
shall include the following matters:-
a) asregards buildings -

i) control and regulation of the form and contents of plans and
specifications, including those relating to environmental health and
sanitation standards;

i) prohibition and regulation of the construction of buildings, the
dimensions of rooms intended for human habitation and the materials
to be used in the construction of buildings;

iii)  regulation of the space about buildings, the lighting and ventilation of
buildings and the dimensions of roomsintended for human habitation;

iv)  regulation of the ateration or demolition of existing buildings, the
underpinning and shoring or adjacent buildings or the attachment
of fixturesand projections from the outside of existing and future
buildings;




Maintenance of
buildings and
dwellings in sanitary
state.

b)

V) regulation of the height of buildings, and the height of chimneys above
the roof of the buildings of whichthey form part;

vi)  obligation of ownerstorepair or demolish unsafe, dangerous or dilapidated
buildings or walls; and

vii)  prohibition of the use of or occupation of any building erected or altered
otherwise than in accordance with this Act or any other law.

asregards works and fittings —

i) requirement that all new buildings or additions to existing buildings,
particularly outbuildings, latrinesand all drains and sanitary apparatus
of any kind pertaining thereto shall be situatedin amanner asto ensure
the best practicable hygienic and sanitary conditions;

i) requirement that all new buildings shall be sosited on aplot as to ensure
hygienic and sanitary conditions and to avoid asfar aspossible any public
nuisance or annoyance to the owners or occupiers of neighboring plots;

iii)  regulation of wells, tanksand cisterns for the supply of water for human
consumption in connection with buildings;

iv)  regulation of sanitary conveniences in connection with buildings and
building works, the drainage of buildings, the cleansing, drainage
and paving of courts, yardsand open spaces used in connection with
buildings and cesspools, and other means for the reception or disposal of
foul matter in connectionwith buildings;

V) regulation of private sewers and communications between drains and
sewers and between sewers, and

vi)  regulation of excavations of any kind in connection with buildingsand
the enclosure of unenclosed land with excavations by suitable fences or
the filling thereof.

(3) Regulations prescribed under thisAct may exempt a person, group of persons,
governmental agency or any other entity fromthe application of the provisions of thisAct.

74. (1) Except asotherwise provided under this Act, an owner or occupier of premises or

abuilding shall:-

a) provide and maintain the prescribed or sufficient and satisfactory latrine or toilet
facilities;

b) provide suitable and effective means of drainage and disposal of all waste liquids
and storm water;

¢) maintain al buildings, hardened areas and storm water drainsand private sewers
in good order and condition;

d) maintainall sanitary fitments, waste pipes, soil pipes, drains, drainage connections
and other drainage fittings and accessories in good order and condition;

€) causeal sewage discharged from any building to be conveyed by a drain to a
connecting sewer;

f) ensurethat every room or other structure or accommodation used for human
habitation or occupation isadequately lighted and ventilated;

g) paint, colour-wash, lime-wash or otherwise suitably renovate any exterior part of
the premises when so required by the Director; and

h) avoid any insanitary condition thereon or any interference therefrom with the

healthiness of the vicinity.
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(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act, whereit appearsto an authorized officer that
such premises or building are not maintained in accordance with the requirements of this
Act, the authorized officer may by written notice require the owner of such building or
premises to take specific actionto comply with the requirements of this Act or any other
applicable law.

75. (1) An authorized officer of the Government Ministry responsible for health and
sanitation matters shall have the power at al reasonable hours to enter any building or
premises for the purpose of ascertaining compliance with the provisions of this Act,
regulations or order made under thisAct.

(2) Anauthorized officer may serveanimprovement notice or order requiring such owner or
occupier, within such period specified in the noticeas he or she may consider appropriate,
to carry out suchworks so as to bring such building or premises into compliance with the
Act.

(3) Any owner or occupier shall be guilty of an offence if he or she:—

a) intentionaly obstructs an authorized officer or other person in the exercise of any
powers conferred by this section;

b) refusesor without reasonableexcusefailsto provide facilities or assistance or
any information or to permit entry or any inspection reasonably required by an
authorized officer; or

c) failsto comply with an improvement notice or order issued by an authorized
officer under sub-section (2).

76. (1) Wherein the opinion of the Director abuildingisso dilapidated or so defectively
constructed or so situated that repairs to or alterations of such premises are not likely to
remove the nuisance or danger to health, the Director may apply to any court or tribunal
of competent jurisdiction for the issuance of a demolition order requiring the owner or
occupier of the premises to commence to demolish them on or before aspecified day, being
at least one (1) month from the date of issuing the order, and to complete the demolition
and to remove the materials which comprised the premises from the sitewithin forty five
(45) days.

(2) Anapplication for ademolition order shall be preceded at least thirty days by anotice
of the intention to issue such an order issued on the owner of the premises who may make
representations in respect thereof to the Director.

(3) The Director shall give naotice to the occupier of the premises in respect of which a
demolition order has been issued requiring such occupier to vacate the premises within a
timeto be specified in such notice.

(4) If any person fails to comply with an order for demolition issued under this section,
the Director may cause the premises to be demolished and may recover fromthe owner the
expenses incurred.

(5) No compensation shall be paid to the owner or occupier of any premises in respect of
the demolition thereof asaforesaid.
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77. (1) No personshal create or maintain a nuisance or any other condition liable to be
injuriousto public health or that might hinder in any manner the prevention or suppression
of disease.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the following shall be deemed to constitute a
nuisance:

a) any property that hasbeen artificially altered from its natural condition sothat it
supports the development, attraction, or harbourage of vectors,

b) any activity that supports the development, attraction, or harbourage of vectors, or
that facilitates the introduction or spread of vectors;

c) a place, condition, or building, public or private, that is not maintained in a
sanitary condition;

d) any fairground, public park, market or similar placein which food is prepared,
packed, displayed, sold, or served to the public and that isnot maintainedin a
sanitary condition;

€) any vessd, vehicle in which food is prepared, packed, stored, transported, sold,
or served to the public and that is not constantly maintained in a sanitary
condition;

f) sewage, human excreta, wastewater, garbage, or other organic wastes deposited,
stored, discharged, or exposed in such a way asto be a potential instrument or
medium in diseasetransmission to aperson or between persons;

g) avessd, vehicle or container that is used to transport garbage, human excreta,
or other organic material and that is defective and alows leakage or spilling of
contents;

h) conveyance of the carcass of any animal through any public street except under
cover and soas not to be exposed to view;

i) aplace or condition harboring ratsin apopulous arez;

j) conditions conducive for ectoparasites, including bedbugs, lice, and mites,
suspected to be disease carriers in a place in which slegping accommodations are
offered to the public; and

k) the maintenance of an open surface privy or an overflowing septic tank so that the
contentsmay be accessible to flies.

78. (1) A person shall abate any public health nuisance existing in or on aplace the person
owns, occupies or otherwise controls as soon as the nuisance exists.

(2) An authorized officer may issue awritten notice ordering the abatement of the nuisance
toany person responsible for the nuisance specifying the nature of the public health nuisance
and designating a reasonable time within which the nuisance must be abated.

(3) A personwho creates, maintainsor fals to abate a public health nuisance within the
time specified by the notice shall be guilty of an offense.
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79. (1) The Government or any other public authority or person in control of or
responsible for the maintenance of any premises or place to whichthe public hasaccess or
use of shall provide and maintain sanitary an adequate number of toilet or latrine facilities
in such premises or places.
(2) Where the accommodation comprises an outdoor toilet facility, the owner shall ensure
that:-
a) theoutdoor toilet facility -
i) islocated and maintained sothat no nuisance iscreated;
i) ismaintained inaclean and sanitary condition and in good working order;
and
iii) isprotected sothat vermin do not have accessto the contents; and
b) inthecase of an outdoor toilet facility withapit, the pit contents are appropriately
disposed, treated or covered when such outdoor toilet facility is abandoned or
removed.

80. (1) Every owner, manager, operator or person in charge of a hotel, motel, resort,
court, inn, lodging house or other similar accommodation or boarding facility shall ensure
compliance with the provisions of thisAct and any other applicable law.
(2) An owner, manager, operator or personin charge of a hotel, motel, resort, court, inn,
lodging house or other similar accommodation or boarding facility shall:-
a) provide ample supply of clean and safe water for the general conduct of the
establishment or facility;
b) equip the establishment or facility with an approved systemof sewage disposal
maintainedin asanitary condition;
c) keepthe premises sanitary and provide every practical facility or appliance essential
for that purpose;
d) provideand maintain facilities and proceduresfor enforcing food hygieneand
sanitation standards; and
€) provide clean and sanitary sheets, towels, napkins, and pillowcases.
(3) A hotel, motel, resort, court, inn, lodging house or other similar accommodation
or boarding facility that doesnot conform to this part shall constitute a public health
nuisance.
(4) The Minister responsible for health and sanitation mattersshall prescribe rules for the
purposes of this section. sanitary

81. (1) The Government shall have powers to:-
a) establish, construct, maintain, or et public markets;
b) authorize and regulate the operation or closure of markets by whomsoever
established;
c) control any places used for the purpose of selling publicly, or exposing for sale, any
cattle, donkeys, horses, sheep, goats, pigs, poultry or other livestock;
(2) Every owner, manager or operator of amarket shall:-
a) provide ample supply of clean and safe water for the genera conduct of the
establishment or facility;
b) equip the establishment or facility with an approved system of sewage disposal
maintainedin asanitary condition;
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c) keep the premises sanitary and provide every practical facility or appliance essentia
for that purpose; and provide and

d) maintain facilitiesand proceduresfor enforcing food hygiene and sanitation
standards.

82. (1) No fairground, picnic camp, recreationa park, rest area or similarly situated
facility shall be open for public patronage without a sanitary permit issued by Government
Ministry respongble for health and sanitation matters.
(2) A fairground, picnic camp, recreational park, rest areaor smilarly situated facility
or event whether publicly or privately owned shall be maintained at all timesfreeof any
public health nuisance and shall provide and maintain:-
a) an adequate supply of clean and safe water for drinking and running water for
hand-washing;
b) sanitary toilet and hand-washing facilitiesfor itsemployees and users;
c) containersor receptaclesfor thecollection of refuseor litter which shall be collected
at regular intervals,
d) adequate number of personnel to ensure efficient operation, hygienic maintenance
and elimination of harbourages of vermin;
e) adequate drainage facilitiesto prevent flooding or any surface runoffs;
f) connectivity to a sewerage system or infrastructure for the collection and disposal
of excreta and sewage; and
g) adequate comfort roomsand resting sheds for users.
(3) Any preparation, sale, offer for sale, display, or distribution of food in a fairground,
picnic camp, recreational park, rest area or smilarly situated facility shall be done in
conformity with the provisions of this Act or any other lawsor regulationsconcerning
food safety and hygiene.

83. (1) Every school, educational institution or similar establishment whether private or
public shall maintain health and environment standards to the highest level attainable to
prevent, reduce or eliminate public or environmental health or sanitation risks.

(2) Subject to the provisions of thisAct and any other written law, it shall be arequirement
for every school, educational institution or similar establishment to obtain asanitary license
issued under thisAct.

(3) The Directorate responsible for environmental health and sanitation may not
issue a sanitary licence to an institution which doesnot provideand maintain:-

a) an adequate supply of clean and safe water for drinking and running water for
hand washing;

b) sanitary toilet facilities for each gender and for persons with disabilities;

c) containersor receptacles for the collectionof refuse or litter including facilities
for safe and hygienic disposal of sanitary padswhich shall be collected at regular
intervals;

d) adequate drainage facilitiesto prevent flooding or any surface runoffs; and

€) connectivity to asewerage system or where such isnot available, infrastructure for
the collection and disposal of effluent and sewage.
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(4) The Minister responsible for health and sanitation mattersin consultation with the
relevant authorities may makeregulations and ordersrelating to the promotion of sanitation
in schools, educational institutions and other comparable institutional settings.

84. (1) The Minister shdl,in the interestsof heath and sanitation, take all lawful,
necessary and reasonably practicable measures for the regulation of temporary mass
gatherings whether public or private.

(2) Every convener, organizer or host of any congregation, gathering or assembly of more
than fifty (50) personsin or on any public place or private premiseswholly or partly
open to the air shall keep clean and free from litter that part of the public place or private
premises on which such congregation, assembly, gathering or procession isheld.

(3) The Minister responsible for health and sanitation matters may promulgate
regulationsunder this section requiring a convener, organizer or host of a congregation,
assembly or gathering:-

a) to notify the Directorate responsiblefor environmental health and sanitation
mattersof such gathering or event;

b) toensurethat the grounds are provided with receptacles for litter or refuse collection
in anumber and of atype soasto adequately meet the needs of such gathering or
event;

c) to arrange for litter or refuse collected at or during the event to be removed from
the grounds in atimely manner;

d) to provide portable toilet facilities for each gender and for persons with disabilities
serving the event either on or adjacent to the location where the gathering or event
isheld; and

€) to provide hand-washing facilitiesat or near the toilet facilities with an adequate
supply of soap, running water and suitable hand driers.

(4) Any preparation, sale, offer for sale, display, or distribution of food at apublic assembly,
gathering or procession shall be done in conformity with the provisions of this Act or any
other laws or regulations concerning food safety and hygiene.

(5)The requirement for notification under this section shall not be construed asimposing
arequirement for asanitary permit for the convening or conduct of a public congregation,
gathering or assembly where no such requirement isimposed by law.

85. (1) Every business premises, industrial establishment, agricultural plantation, mining
site or other workplace shall be kept in aclean and sanitary state free from any nuisance or
environmental healthrisk.
(2) No person or entity shall operate any business premises, industrial establishment,
agricultural plantation, mining site or other workplace without first obtaining a sanitary
permit issued under this Act.
(3) Subject to national legislation on occupational health, every owner, operator or person
in charge of any business premises, industrial establishment, plantation, mining or other
workplace shall:-
a) ensure that the buildings or premises meets the prescribed construction and
maintenance standards;
b) provide and maintainin clean and sanitary conditions toilet or latrine facilitiesfor
each gender and for persons with disabilities so far as practically possible and hand
washing facilities for al employees, customers and other users,




f)

9)

provide an adequate supply of clean and safe water for drinking and running water
for hand washing;

provide containers or receptacles for the collection of refuse or litter which shall be
collected at regular intervals,

provideand maintain adequatedrainage systems and facilities for the collection,
treatment and disposal of effluent and sewage;

ensure that the business premises, industrial plant or workplace shall not be
overcrowded as to causerisk of injury to the health of the persons employed
therein; and

prevent any public nuisance within any such business premises, industria
establishment, agricultural plantation, mining or any other workplace.
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86. (1)The Minister responsible for health and sanitation mattersshal in consultation
with regulatory institutions established under national legislationin respect of public
health and sanitation, environmental management and coordination and water resources
management as well as the Ministers responsible for water, energy, trade, environment
and agriculture, town committees, municipality boards, establish a Country policy for
the prevention, control, abatement, mitigation and monitoring of:-

a) pollutionof air;

b) pollution of land;

¢) pollution of water bodies and supplies,

d) pollution of food and food articles;

e) any other form of pollution whichislikely to affect the public, environment and
health. (2) The Directorate responsible for environmental health and sanitation shall
developa plan for the implementation of the National pollution control policy.

87. (1) No person shall, unless licensed under the relevant laws, emit, discharge or deposit
any pollutants or waste into any water source in contravention of the acceptable conditions
established under this Act or national legisation.

(2) A person who emits, discharges or deposits any waste, poison, toxic, oil or mixture
containing oil or other noxious or obstructing matter or pollutant or permitsany person
to dump or discharge such matter into any water source in contravention of water pollution
control standards established under this Act or any other applicable law shall be guilty of
an offence and liable to imprisonment for aterm of not morethan two years or to afine of
not more than Fifty Million Leones (50,0000,000SL) or to both such fine and
imprisonment.

88. (1) No person shall bathe or wash in or within a proscribed distance on the shores of
any lake, river, stream, creek, canal, pond, dam, reservoir or any other watercourse.

(2) No person shall soak or wash in any river, canal, ditch, drain or watercourse any hides,
dye cloths or other matter likely to render the water polluted, offensive or noxious.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be held to prevent the grazing or tethering of livestock
in areas embracing any wetland, riverbank, lakeshore or watershed where such grazing or
tethering would not tend to render the water unwholesome or injuriousto health or the
environment.

89. (1) No personshall, unless licensed, pollute or cause or permit to be polluted any soil
or surface of any land in contravention of conditions prescribed under thisAct or any other
applicable law.

(2) A person who emits, discharges or depositsany waste, poison, toxic, oil or mixture
containing oil or other noxious or obstructing matter or pollutant or permits any person to
dump or discharge such matter into any soil or surface in contravention of soil pollution
control standards established under this Act or any other applicable law shall be guilty of
an offence and liable to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two years or to afine not
exceeding Fifty Million Leones (50,000,000SL) or to both.
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90. (1) No person shall, unless licensed, emit or discharge any wastes or pollutantsinto the
atmosphere in contravention of the acceptable conditions established under this Act and
any other applicable law.

(2) Notwithstanding the generality of sub-section (1), a personshal be deemed to emit or
discharge wastes or pollutantsinto the atmosphere if such person:-

a) places any noxious matter in a place where it may be released into the
atmosphere;

b) operates a motor-vehicle, motor-boat, ship, aircraft or other similar conveyance
in such a manner asto causeair pollution in contravention of the established
emission standards,

c) causesor permits the discharge of odours which by virtue of their nature,
concentration, volume or extent areobnoxious or offensive;

d) bumsany wastes of any trade, process or industry; or

€) uses any fuel burning equipment not equipped with any device or control
equipment required to be fitted to such equi pment.

91. (1) No person shall, unless licensed, emit or cause or permit to be emitted any noise
greater in volume, intensity or quality in contravention of the acceptable conditions
established under this Act and any other applicable law.

(2) Subjectto the provisions of any other applicable law, any person who emits noisein
excessof the noise emission standards established under thisAct shall be guilty of an offence
and beliable to afinenot exceeding three million Leones (Sh3,000,000SL) or acommunity
service order or both.

92. (1) A person who throws, drops, spills, abandons, discards or in any other way dumps
or causes or permits to be thrown, dropped, spilled, abandoned, discarded or dumped, any
litter, refuse, offal, or rubbish on any land, water body, street, roadway, alley, thoroughfare
or sitein or on any place to which the public hasaccess, except in a container, receptacle
or place which has been specially indicated, provided or set apart for such purpose, shall be
guilty of an offence.
(2) The Government or any other public authority or personin control of or responsible
for the maintenance of any premises, place or vehicle to whichthe public has access or use
of shall:-
a) provide litter bins, containers, receptacles or places adequate and suitable for the
discarding of litter by the public; and
b) ensurethat the litter isdisposed of beforeit becomes a nuisance, a ground for a
complaint or causes anegative impact on health or the environment.
(3) Any person who removes or otherwise tamperswith a receptacle shall be guilty of an
offence.
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93. (1) Every person in control of or responsible for the maintenance of any placeto
which the public has access, shall within areasonable time after any litter has beenthrown,
dropped, spilled, abandoned, discarded or dumped at such place other than in accordance
with the law remove such litter or cause it to be removed before it becomes a nuisance, a
ground for acomplaint or causes harm to the environment.

(2) The Directorate responsible for environmental health and sanitation matters may
give notice or order to the owner, occupier or any other person in charge of such premises
requiring such person to remove the litter where such has been thrown, dropped, spilled,
abandoned, discarded or dumped.

94. (1) The Government through the public health and sanitation committee
established in this Act and the Directorate responsiblefor environmental health and
sanitation shall make arrangements for the care, control and cleaning of streets,
thoroughfares and sidewalks within the Country.

(2) No person shall:-

a) sweep or cause or permit to be swept from any land, premises or vessel any dust,
dirt, ashes, refuse or rubbish onto or into any footway, back-lane, drain or road;

b) place or cause or permit to be placed upon frontage of a house, flat, building or
any other structureany dust, dirt, ashes, refuse, rubbish or demolition material or
any sort of refuse;

Cc) mount any poster or banner by pasting or nailing it on any lamp post, traffic
bollard, refusebin, painted wall, tree or structure on any street, thoroughfare,
sidewalk or any other unauthorized surfaceor place;

d) cause thewater in any sink, drain, ditch or gutter or any other offensive matter to
run onto any street;

€) convey in any vehicle, cart or otherwise any offensive substance through or along
any street except in receptacles which arewatertight and airtight; and

f) disturb the surfaceof any street, sidewak, sanitary lane or other public place
vested in the Government, without the previous consent in writing of the
Directorate, nor otherwise than in accordance with such conditions asit may
determine.

(3) Theowner, occupier or other personin charge of any land or premises whose frontage
abuts on any footway or street shall keep the frontage of hisor her [and or premises clean
and free from any refuse, rubbish, litter, or garbage.

(4) Any person who mounts postersor banners by pasting or nailing such materials on
lamp posts, trafficbollards, refusebins, painted walls, treesor structureson any street,
thoroughfare, sidewalk or any other unauthorized surface or placeshall be issued with a
notice within reasonable time by an authorized officer to remove or cleanse the nuisance at
hisor her own cost, or aternatively, the Directorate may arrange for the cleansing of such
nuisance at acost to berecovered from that person asasimple contract debt in any court or
tribunal or agency of competent jurisdiction, in addition to any fine or sentence that may
be imposed under this section.

(5) A person who contravenes sub-sections (2) and (3) shall be guilty of an offence and be
liable to afine not exceeding twenty million Leones (20,000,000SL) or an imprisonment
for aterm not exceeding oneyear or both.
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95. (1) No person shall:-

a) urinate or defecate in or upon any land, forest, bush, street, dley, canal, drain,
ditch, river, lake, beach or watercourse or in any placeto which the public has
access to except in asanitary convenience provided for such purpose; and

b) cause or permit any urine or faecal matter to flow or drain into any lake, river,
cand, ditch, drain, dam or watercourse.

(2) A person who contravenes sub-section (1) shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and be
liadble to a fine not exceeding one hundred thousand Leones (100,000 SL) or a
community service order or both.

(3) The Minister responsible for headth and sanitation matters may promulgate
regulationsor issueorders for the combat of open defecation within the Country.

96. (1) A person who owns, possessesor isotherwise in-charge of adead animal, or where
such person cannot be identified aperson who owns, occupiesor isin charge of the property
on which the dead animal isfound shall within twenty four (24) hours after the death or
discovery of suchanimal dispose thereof.

(2) Any person responsible for disposal of a dead animal must dispose of it in amanner so
as not to endanger public health or become apublic nuisance or cause pollution of surface
or groundwater.

(3) A person responsible for disposal of adead animal may dispose of it by burial, landfilling,
incineration, composting, rendering or any other method that isnot otherwise prohibited
under thisAct or any other law.

(4) A person disposing of a dead animal by buria shall place it so that every part of the
carcass is covered by at least one (1) meter of soil at alocation not less than thirty (30)
meters from any well, spring, stream or other surface waters or in any other manner
likely to contaminate groundwater.

(5) Where an anima dies or isaccidentally killed and the owner or person in possession of the
animal isunknown, cannot be found or neglects to dispose of it, the Government agency
responsible of environmental Protection shall immediately dispose of it.

97. In additionto any fine or sentence under sections 10, 10 and 10, the Minister responsible
for health and sanitation matters shall prescribe rulesin respect of recovery of costsby the
Government for remediation or recovery or payment to any third parties of reparation, costs
of restoration, restitution or compensation by an offender under this Part, subject to
determinations by a court, tribunal or other agency of competent jurisdiction.




PART 10: Waste management

Establishment of an
integrated national
waste management
plan and strategy.

98. (1) The Directorate responsible for environmental health and sanitation matters
shall in consultation with regulatory ingtitutions established under national legidlation
in respect of environmental health and sanitation, environmental management and
coordination and water resources management as well as the Ministers responsible for
water, energy, trade, environment and agriculture, public heath and sanitation
committees, establish anational waste management policy and anintegrated National waste
management plan and strategy for thei mplementation of this Act and any other written law.
(2) Notwithstanding the generality of sub-section (1), the integrated waste management
plan and strategy shall incorporate componentsof:-

a) ahousehold waste management plan;

b) anindustrial waste management plan;

c) acommercial waste management plan;

d) healthcare waste management plan;

€) electronic waste management plan; and

f) hazardous waste management plan.

(3) Theintegrated waste management plan and strategy may include informationon:-

a) the quantities of household, industria, electronic, commercial, medical or
hazardous waste expected to be generated during the plan period,;

b) wastedisposal sitesand public and private waste management facilities for the
period specified in the plan;

c) daff, equipment and other material used for operating the publicly owned sites
and facilities at present and needed during the period specified,;

d) the methods by which, in a given period, the Government intends to manage
waste and a prioritization of the different methods of waste management for the
given period of time;

€) estimated costsof the different methods of waste management contemplated in
the plan, and how these costs may be covered by tariffs, fees, or other means;

f) mechanisms for the management by use of Government resources and means
or by use of means provided by the private sector, during that period;

g) targetsby the Government for thereduction, reuse, recyclingand recovery of waste;
and

h) strategies for implementation.

(4) Every sanitation service provider or Government and public health sanitation
committeeshall give effect to the nation an integrated waste management plan and strategy
when exercising a power, function, or servicerelating to waste management.

(5) Subject to the provisions of tis Act and any other written Law, the National
integrated waste management plan and strategy shall be incorporated in the National
Integrated Development Plan (NIDP).




General duty in
respect of waste.

Waste management
by Government,
public health and
sanitation
committees/
Waste management
utilities.

99. (1) A generator or holder of waste shall be required to, within the holder’s power, take
all reasonable measures.—

a) avoidthe generation of waste and where such generation cannot be avoided, to
reduce the amounts or toxicity of waste that isgenerated;

b) comply with requirementsfor collection of waste varyingby type, origin and
properties by placing such waste in receptacles approved, designated or provided
by the service providers for that purposein a manner and location approved or
authorized;

c) take al measures to prevent the mixing of hazardous waste with other waste or of
recoverable waste with non-recoverable waste;

d) ensurethat wasteis treated, and where not reusable, recyclable or recoverable,
disposed of in amanner not deleterious to health or the environment or causative
of apublic health nuisance;

€) provide briefing and periodic training to personnel handling hazardous waste and
prevent any employee or any person under hisor her supervisionfrom contravening
thisAct;

f) planand implement the measures necessary to avoid the spread of pollution after
the closure of the projects and operations, aswell asof the waste disposal facility
or installation;

g) prevent wastefrom being used for an unauthorized purpose; and

h) draw up acontingency plan for response to accidents asmay occur upon carrying
out waste-related operations.

(2) The duty of aholder of waste shall not be construed asalimitation on the obligation of
the Government in respect of waste management.

100. (1) The Government, public hedth and sanitation committees or waste
management utility shall organize for the collection, transportation, treatment and disposal
of waste in accordance with this Act and any other written law.

(2) The Directorate may establish and maintain or sanctionthe establishment, operation
and maintenance of such waste management facilities by licensed sanitation providers as
may be necessary and adequate for various categories of waste.

(3) The Government may compel the use of sanitation services by personsto whom
such services areavailable or arerequired to be made available.

(4) The Minister responsiblefor health and sanitation matters shall in consultation
with the National Environmental Protection Agency (NEPA) prescribe rules and
regulations in respect of the collection, transportation, and disposal of various categories
of waste and the licensing requirements therefor.
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101. (1) A person shall not undertake awaste management activity or establish, operate or
maintain awaste management facility savein accordance with alicense issued under this
Act and any other relevant law.
(2) For the purposesof this Act, an applicationfor a license under subsection (1) shall
be made on a form prescribed under regulations made pursuant to this Act which shall
contain particulars of :—
a) thenameof the entity or service provider;
b) theprincipal place of business of the entity or service provider;
c) theshareholders or owners of the entity or service provider;
d) technica capability plan of the applicant and any service provider to beengaged if
any;
e) thefinancial capability of the entity or service provider;
f) abusiness plan whichshall include inter alia—
i) theobjective of the plan;
ii) theoveral strategies, policies and performance targets.
g) anyother details whichmay be prescribed by regulations.
(3) The Directorate shall, within sixty (60) days of receipt of a complete application,
review such application, and:-
a) whereit meetsthe requirements of this Act or any other applicable law, approve
subject to conditions; or
b) whereit doesnot meet the requirements of this Act or any other applicable law,
disapprove thereof.
(4) Anapplication for apermit shall be the subject of public consultation.
(5) A licence issued under this section shall be validfor a prescribed period and may be
renewed for the same period where the applicant has complied with licence conditions, the
provisions of thisAct and any other applicable law.
(6) The Directorate responsible for environmental health and sanitation matters shall
keep aregister of all licensed waste management service providers and facilities.

102. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Act, a permit shall not berequiredfor the
purposes of thisAct:—

a) for the provision of sanitation services for domestic purposes by any person
providing such services in accordance with law;

b) where the provision of sanitation servicessituated wholly withinthe boundaries of
the land or premises owned or occupied by any one landholder or occupant does
not naturally extend beyond the boundaries of that land.

(2) Sub-section (1) does not apply in relation to any activity thereunder which iscarried on
in prescribed circumstances and the relevant law or regulation made under thisAct requires
apermit for the carrying on of that activity in those circumstances.

(3) Regulations made under this Act may make provisions with respect to the provision of
sanitation servicesin any manner for whichapermit isnot required.
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serviceprovider shall, for a prescribed fee, arrange for the collection of household or any
other authorized category of waste.

(2) For the purposes of sub-section (1), the government or licensed service provider may
by notice served on the occupier or owner of premises or vessel, require such occupier or
owner to place or segregate wastefor collectionin receptacles approved, designated or
provided, in the manner specified in such notice.

(3) The owner, occupier or any person in chargeof any building or land which, by the
nature of the trade, manufacture or business at any time being carried on therein, produces
commercia waste shall provide or arrange to be provided one or more sound and sufficient
covered receptacles for the collection of commercia waste.

(4) The Government may make such arrangements, without charge, for the collection,
recovery or disposal of waste from certain premises or geographical areas or in emergency
situations.

104. (1) No person other than the Government, public health and sanitation committee
and sanitation and waste management utility, may collect waste for removal and
transportation from premises unless such person is:-

a) authorized by law to collect suchwaste, where such authorization isrequired; or

b) not prohibited from collecting such waste.
(2) Thereguirement for authorization under paragraph (1) (a) does not apply to:-

a) thetransportation of waste between different places within the same premises;

b) the lawful transportation of waste in transit through the Country and such waste

is not deposited in the Country; or
¢) householders transporting their own household waste from their premises to the
nearest collection, recycling or disposal point.

(3) Thedepartment or any personwho transportswaste shall take all reasonable measures
to prevent any spillage of waste or litteringfrom avehicle, cart or other vessel.
(4) A personwho transportswaste for disposal or any other purposes other than disposal
shall before consigning such waste to some other person or facility, ensure that the facility
or the placeor person to whom the wasteis consignedis authorized to dea with such
waste.
(5) A person who contravenes this section shall be guilty of an offence and be liable to a
fine not exceeding forty million hundred L eones (40,000,000SL) or an imprisonment for a
term not exceeding five years or both.
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105. (1) The Government, public health committees or waste management utiliiesor a
person so authorized shall, for aprescribed fee, arrange for the disposal of waste occurring
within the Country.

(2) No person shall dispose of or deposit waste or cause or permit waste to be disposed
of:-

a) inoron anyland, water body or at any facility unless the disposal of that waste is
authorized by law; or

b) in any other manner that islikely to cause pollution of the environment or harm
to health.

(3) Where a person disposes wastein contravention of this Act or any other law, the
department may arrange for the recovery or disposal of such waste at acost to berecovered
fromthat person asasimple contract debt in any court or tribunal or agency of competent
jurisdiction.

106. (1) The Ministry of heath and sanitation in consultation with the Directorate
responsible for environmental Health and Sanitation and regulatory institutions
established under national legislation in respect of environmental health and sanitation,
environmental management and coordination, shall establish hedthcare waste
management guidelinesfor health care facilities to:

a) protect public health and safety;

b) provide asafer working environment;

€) minimize waste generation and environmental impacts of medical waste disposal;
and

d) ensure compliance withlegislative and regulatory requirements.

(2) Every major generator of healthcare waste shall prepare and submit a medical waste
management plan to the Directorate responsible for environmental health and sanitation.
(3) A magjor generator of healthcare waste shall take all reasonable measures to ensure
that medical waste generated at its facility is handled, stored, transported, treated and
disposed of in strict compliance with this Act and any other written law relating to waste
management.

(4) Every major generator of healthcare waste shall:-

a) segregate medical from general waste at the point of generation, and take all
reasonable measures to maintain such segregation at all times thereafter;

b) ensure that healthcare waste storedin a generating facility shall be storedin such
manner that putrefaction will not occur and infectious agentswill not comein
contact with the air or individuals;

c) ensurethat medical wastes shall not be stored on the premises of the producing
department for more than thirty (30) days;

d) ensure medical wasteshall not be stored outdoors or in any unsecured area to
prevent access by unauthorized individuals;

€) collect medical wastein containers which comply with the minimum requirements
for packaging of medical waste including capped or leak or spill resistant
containers,

f) place asappropriate highrisk waste in capped or tightly secured leak resistant and
spill resistant containers,

g) collect medical wastein clearly marked or coded containers indicating the contents
in accordance with established standards;




h) ensure containers used to collect, transport, or store medical wasteare clearly
labeled with a biohazard symbol or with the words “medical waste” written in
clear and legibleletters according to set standards;

i) place sharps waste in a sharps container at the point of generation and keep such
waste in asharps container at al times thereafter;

j) clearlyindicate the name or registration number of that generator on al containers
containing itsmedical waste by using marking or adigital identification;

k) seal waste containers to prevent leakage or expulsion of contentsin leak resistant
receptacles;

I) consign waste only to atransporter or facility that isauthorized;

m) conduct an ongoing training and education programmefor employees or agents
involved in managing medical waste; and

n) Ensure adequate budgetary allocationsto cover the cost of managing medical
wastesincluding operation and maintenance costs.

(5) The Minister responsible for health and sanitation matters shal promulgate
regulations and may make any order in respect of the handling, storage, transportation,
treatment, recovery and disposal of medical waste.
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107. (1) A person shall not throw out, deposit or bury excretafrom human bodies whether
solid or liquid, or dispose of those substances other than in an approved sewage system or
other approved means of disposal.

(2) A building or premises where peoplework, liveor frequent shall havean approved
means for the disposal of sewage.

(3) A person shall not install or causeto be installed a sewage system or portion of a
sewage system unless the personinstalling or causing the installation of that system has
received alicense grantedin termsof thisAct.

(4) A licenceshall expiretwenty-four (24) months from the date of issueand if the
installation of a sewage system hasnot been completed or commenced on expiration of
the certificate of approval the inspector may renew the certificate of approval for not more
than twelve (12) months.

(5) A deviationfrom the terms or conditions of a certificate of approval shall render it
null and void.

108. (1) The Directorate of environmental Health and Sanitation may establish and
maintain sewerage and drainage works within or without itsfunctional area.
(2) The Ministry responsible for sewerage and drainage may, for the purpose of
carrying out any drainage or sewerage works:-

a) Construct, maintain or alter the course of apublic sewer-

i) in, under, through or over any street, public road, street, square or open
place or under any cellar or vault below any street, public road, street,
square or open place; and

i) in, under, through or over any land not forming part of a street, public
road, street, square or open place after giving reasonable noticeto every
owner and occupier of that land;

b) construct sewage disposal works on any community land or public land or land

acquired, or lawfully appropriated for the purpose.

(3) In the exercise of its powers under paragraph 2 (@) (ii), the Government shall not be
liable to pay any compensation to an owner or occupier of any private lands but shall
make good, or, at itsoption, shall pay for any damage done or occasioned by reason of the
exercise of the said powers, the amount whereof being determined, in default of
agreement, by arbitration.
(4) The department shall keep deposited at its offices, for inspection by any person at
all reasonable hours, freeof charge, a map showing and distinguishing all public sewers
existing or in course of constructionwithin the Country or under itscontrol.
(5) Where some of the public sewers are reserved for soil and waste water only or for
stormwater only, the map referred to in subsection (4) shall show also the purposes which
each sewer isintended to serve.
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109. (1) All sewers, drains, pipes, ventilating shafts or other conveniences for the disposal
of sewage or drainage constructed by or which are under the control of the
Government, shall be vested in the Government.

(2) An authorized officer or any other servant or agent of theGovernment shall
at all times have aright of access to private property for the purpose of inspection,
maintenance, ateration or repairs of such sewers, drains, pipes, ventilating shafts or
other conveniences vested in the Government, and may do all things necessary to
uncover and expose such sewers, drains, pipes, shaftsor other conveniences for the
purpose of inspection, alteration or repair.

(3) The Government in the exercise of any of the powers conferred by this section
shall, in its discretion, either repair all damage done or caused thereby or pay
compensation for any such damage not so repaired, the amount of any such compensation
being determined, in default of agreement, by arbitration.

110. (1) The Director may, wherea public sewer or any part thereof, is available, give
noticein writing to the owner or occupier of any land, premises or private sewer situated
withinthe Country and capable, in the opinion of the Director, of being drained into such
sewer, to construct such drains and fittingsfrom and in connection with such land or
private sewer to communicate with the public sewer in accordance with prescribed rules
relating to connectionto apublic sewer.

(2) The Director may, after giving the prescribed noticeto the owner or occupier of any
drains, order such drains and fittings to be constructed by such owner or occupier within
suchtimeasit may limitin that behalf.

(3) Upon theexpiry of the limit under sub-section (2), the Director may arrangeto extend
such drain and recover the coststhereof from the owner provided that the department
shall, before carrying out suchwork, give not less than fourteen (14) days noticeto such
owner of itsintention to carry out suchwork.

(4) All drains and fittings communicating with any sewer shall from time to time be
repaired and cleansed, under the inspection or direction of an authorized officer, at the
expense of the owner or occupier of the land in respect of which the said drains shall have
been constructed.

(5) Nothing in thissection shall entitleany person to discharge directly or indirectly into
any public sewer any liquid or other matter the discharge of whichinto public sewersis
prohibited under this Act or any other applicable law or order madethereunder.

111. (1) A person who wishesor who isrequired to have his or her drains or private sewers
madeto communicate with a public sewer shall make an application for apermit in such
manner asmay be prescribed.

(2) The department shall within twenty-one (21) daysof the receipt thereof by notice
to the applicant approve the sameif it is satisfied that the owner of the said building is
entitled to cause such drain to empty into the said sewer, and that the making of such
sewer connection would not contraveneany of the provisions of this Act and that the
communication would be prejudicial to the sewerage system.

(3) Subjectto payment of the prescribed fee, the Directorate shall, with all reasonable
dispatch, cause the communication to be made to the public sewer in such manner as may
be prescribed or as the department may decide.
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(4) Any lateral drain so constructed shall vest in  the Government and the
maintenance, repair and renewa of the same fromtimeto time shal becarried out by the
department at the expense of the owner of the premises served by such drain or private
Sewer.

(5) Any person who unlawfully causes a drain or sewer to communicatewith a public
sewer and any person who fails to comply with or actsin contravention of any of the
provisions of this section, shall be guilty of an offence and the department may close,
demolish or removeany sewer connection made in contravention of the provisions of
this section, and may recover asa civil debt recoverable summarily from the person so
offending any expenses incurred by it in so doing.

112. (1) No personshall discharge or suffer or permit to be discharged into any public
sewer, or into any drain or private sewer communicating with a public sewer:-
a) any matter likely to injurethe sewer or drain, or to interfere with the free flow of
itscontents, or to affect prejudicially the treatment and disposal of its contents,
b) any chemical refuse or waste steam, or any liquid of a temperature higher than
one hundred and ten degrees Fahrenheit or approximately forty three degrees
Celsius, being refuse or steam, which, or aliquid which when so heated, is, either
alone or in combination with the contents of the sewer or drain, dangerous or the
cause of anuisance, or prejudicial to environment and health;
c) anyother matter asmay be prescribed by law.
(2) The Directorate may by written notice served upon the owner or occupier of any
premises, prohibit from a date specified in such notice, not being earlier than fourteen
days fromthe date of service of such notice, any such matter or matters asaforesaid being
caused or permitted to fall, flow or enter, or to be carried or washed, into any sewer
belonging to the Government either directly or indirectly.
(3) Any person whofails to comply with the requirements of any such noticeafter service
thereof upon him shall be guilty of an offence and shal be liable to afine not exceeding
one hundred and fifty million Leones (150,000,0000SL) or to imprisonment for a
period not exceeding one (1) year or to both.

113. (1) Every owner, occupier or other personin charge of premises or a building shall
provide and maintain, where a public sewerage systemis not available, an alternative
wastewater management system approved by the Directorate responsible for
environmental health and sanitation mattersprior to construction.
(2) Any building or premises or ingtitution without a wastewater disposal system may
by notice be required to construct such facilities under the supervision of an authorized
officer or agent.
(3) No person shall construct any septictank, storage tank, sewage filter installation or
other worksfor the treatment, reception or disposal of sewage except with the written
permission of the Directorate, and then only subject to conditions asmay be imposed by
regulations relating to:-

a) thestructural integrity of construction materials,

b) distance from buildings and plot boundaries;

c) distance fromwater supplies and sources;

d) situation and means of access, and

€) any other requirements.
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114.(1) Any person who, without the written consent of the Directorate:-
a) erects or causes to be erected any building over any sewer belonging to or vested
in the Government or any other National authority; or
b) excavates, removes, or causes to be excavated, opened up or removed, the ground
under or near to any such sewer, drain or pipe; or
c) makes or causes to be made any opening into any such sewer, drain or pipe, for
the purpose of discharging sewage or drainage into the same or otherwise; or
d) injuresor destroys, causesto beinjured, obstructed, diverted or destroyed, any
such sewer, drain or pipeor any works or thingsin connection therewith,
shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liableto a fine not exceeding fifteen million
L eones(15,000,000SL) or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding twelve (12)
months or to both.
(2) The Directorate may alter, demolish or otherwise deal withany buildings erected over
any such sewer, drain or pipein contravention of sub-section (1) asit may think fit, and
may make good any damage done to such sewer, drain, or pipein contravention of sub-
section (1) and may close up any opening made therein in contravention of sub-section
(1), and the expenses so incurred shall, in addition to any fine or sentence that may be
imposed under this section, be recoverable from the offender.

115. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act relating to the provision of sanitation services,
no person may provide any hauling service for the collection, removal, transfer, storage,
transportation or disposal of sewage from or on any premises except in termsof a permit
issued by the department.

(2) An application for apermit in terms of sub-section (1) shall bein the prescribed form
and shall containinformationrelating to:-

a) the type, volume, mix and constituents of the wastethat is expectedto be
transported in the course of business daily, monthly and annually;

b) details and plansof the duly authorized waste management facility and plansof
the property where sewage will be transferred or stored;

c) details of measures to be taken to prevent contamination to the air, ground or
water on, underneath or adjacent to the site;

d) the type, design, capacity, make and registration number of the vehicles with
vacuumtrucks securely mounted thereon which areto be usedto carry or store
the sewage; and

€) details of the qualifications of each driver employed to drive the vehicles.

(3) A sewage hauler shall:-

a) ensure that sewage, effluent or any wastewater under its control thereby shall be
transported in amanner that will not create ahealth hazard, environmental harm
or public nuisance;

b) facilitateaccess by authorized officers responsible for ensuring observance of
environmental health and sanitation standards;

¢) provide and maintain in good condition any equipment, vessdl, truck or trailer
used in the collection, removal, transfer, storage, transportation or disposal of
sewage; and

d) post and maintain a copy of the permit in each truck, trailer or vessel and
registered office.
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(4) A person who contravenes the requirements of this section shall be guilty of on an
offence and be liable to afine not exceeding seven million Leones (7,000,000SL) or to
imprisonment for aterm not exceeding six months, or to both.

(5) The Minister responsible for health and sanitation matters shall make regulations to
give effect to thissection.

116. All sewer systems shall beinstalled and operated in accordance with prescribed rules.
(2) A sewer system or a part of it shall not emit, discharge or deposit sewage or effluent
onto the surface of the ground except where the system is designed sothat properly treated
effluent isdischarged into the sail.

(3) Sewageor effluent shall not emit, discharge, seep, leak or otherwise escape from the sewer
system or a part of that system into a piped water supply, well water supply, a freshwater
watercourse or surface water.

(4) Sewage or effluent shall not emit, discharge, seep, leak or otherwise escape from the
sewage system or a part of the system other than from a place or part of the sewer system
where the system isdesigned or intended to discharge sewage or effluent.

(5) A sewer system or part of a sewer system shall not emit, discharge, deposit or alow
the emission, discharge or deposit of micro-organisms of intestinal origininto the natural
environment in amanner that may be ahazard to health.

(6) Sewage effluent from a septic tank shall be discharged into an approved on-site sub-
surface disposal system or apipeline to an approved water body.

(7) A person shall not operate amalfunctioning sewer system.

(8) For the purposes of this Act, a sewer system which doesnot function asdesigned and
which isnot corrected by the responsible person shall be considered to beamalfunctioning
system.

117. (1) There shall befor each town or urban area, awatershed storm water management
plan in accordance with the prescribed standards.
(2) The area paramount chief of where the town is situated or anofficer responsible for
managing the local Authority shal ensure that the storm water management plan is
developmentis developed and implemented through a consultative process.
(3) Thestorm water management plan shall among others-
a) identify, survey and inventory existing conditions that affect storm water
runoff;
b) address issues of peak flows, flooding, ground water recharge, stream erosion and
water quality.
(4) A person or entity engaged in land development activity, construction of a building
or any physical infrastructure that isexposed to water precipitationor an owner of such
constructed infrastructure shall develop and implement a storm water management plan
on asub-catchment basisin accordance with the prescribed standards.
(5) Any person designing or congtructing a road shall ensure that there is a built in
storm water management plan and system for that road.
(6) Any construction of abuilding, physical infrastructure or aroad shall not be approved
unless the construction hasastorm water management plan.
(7) A person who contravenes this section commits an offence and shall-
a) if a corporate body be liableto a fine of thirty million Leones
(30,000,000SL); or
b) if anindividual to afinenot exceeding three million Leones (3,000,000SL) or
imprisonment for aterm not exceeding three (3) months or to both.




Reductionof runoff ~ 118. (1) A proprietor of abuildingshall —
water. a) ingtall rain barrels with sufficient capacity to store water from the building;
b) where applicable, not permit storm water to become runoff; and
c) reuse or recycle stormwater collected for other purposes in the premises.
(2) A person who contravenes this section commits an offence and shall beliableto afine
not exceeding one million five hundred thousand Leones (1,500,000SL) or to
imprisonment for aterm not exceeding one month.

Riparian buffers. 119. (1) The Directorate shall, in collaboration with other government agenciesand local
residents, mobilize residents to develop or restore riparian buffers along rivers, waterways
or any water body.

(2) A personshall not interfere with arestored riparian buffer in away that exposesit to
run off water.
(3) A person who contravenes subsection (2) commits an offence and shall-
a) if a corporate body be liableto a fine not exceeding thirty million Leones
(30,000,000SL); and
b) if an individual be liableto a fine of three million Leones (3,000,000SL) or
to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two months.
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120. (1) The Minister responsible for health and sanitation matters shall appoint and
notify the public of sufficient and proper places to be the sites of and to be used as
cemeteries.

(2) No person, group or entity shall establish, maintain or operate a cemetery without a
license issued under this Act and any other written law.

(3) Subject to sub-section (4), it shall be obligatory where cemeterieshave been so
designated or authorized to bury or dispose of the dead in such cemeteries in conformity
with rules made under thisAct.

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-section (2), apermit shall not be requiredfor
the purposes of this Act for family burial sites situated wholly within the boundaries of
eitherindividua freehold land or community land.

(5) The Minister responsible for health and sanitation matters shal develop rules in
respect of the establishment, operation and control of private cemeteries and burial of
remains on private property.

121. (1) The Government through Directorate responsible for environmental health and
sanitation mattersmay establish, operate or maintain crematoria.

(2) No person, group or entity shall establish, maintain or operate a crematorium
without alicense issued under thisAct and any other written law.

122. (1) It shall beunlawful for any person to bury or dispose of human remainsin places
or in amanner other than thoseauthorized under this Act.

(2) A burial ground shall be at least 25 meters distant from any dwelling house.

(3) No burial ground shall be located within 50 meters from a source of any water
supply.

(4) The Minister responsible for health and sanitation matters shall develop rules in
respect of disposal of dead persons.

123. Subject to any other applicable law, it shall be the duty of the Directorate to make
arrangements to providefor the buria of any destitute persons or any unclaimed body
found within the Country.

124. (1) It shal be unlawful for any person or group to establish, maintain or operatea
funeral parlor, morgue, mortuary or any other similar funeral establishment without a
sanitary licenseissued under the provisions of thisAct and any other written law.

(2) No person shall be employed asan embalmer or undertaker inafuneral parlor, morgue,
mortuary or any other similar funeral establishment without avalid practicing certificate
issued by a competent authority recognized by law or the Ministry of Health and
Sanitation where such Authority is not in place




PART 13: Public Health and Sanitation infor mation Systems,
Per for mance M anagement and Financing

Establishment of 125. (1) The Chief Medical Officer shall establish and maintain a Nationd public
national public health  heglth and sanitation information system which shall be kept in a prescribed format as
__and sanitation to be a constituent part of the national public health and sanitation information
information systems.

system.

(2) Subject to any law relating to access to information or requirement for payment of
a prescribed fee, a member of the public shall have the right to access to information
contained in the national public health and sanitation information system or any
environmental health and sanitation information system.

Purpose of the 126. (1) Thepurpose of the National public heal th and sanitation information systems
national public shall be—
healt.h and %‘.””aﬂon a) to provide datafor the development, implementation and monitoring of
information . . . N
systems. poI|C|e§ and strategies for publlc. health and sanitation; '
b) to provide aframework that facilitates the exchange of diffuse health
information,
c) to provide informationto public health and sanitation serviceinstitutions,
consumers and the public—
i) to enable them to monitor the performance of sanitation service
provision;
ii) for research purposes, and
iii) for any other lawful reason.
(2) Regulations made under this Act shall specify requirements and the nature of
information required for the maintenance of the National Public Health and sanitation
information systems.

National 127. (1) The Chief Medical Officer shall establish a National Integrated public health
Integrated Public  gnd sanitation Strategic and Investment plan.

health and .%n't:t'on (2) The National Integrated public health and sanitation strategic and investment plans
|n\S/t ésattl;e%r?tapr; ans under sub-sections (1) and (2) shal incorporate componentsof;

a) thetypes, availahility and objectives of public health and sanitation services;

b) the scope of demand or need for public hedth and sanitation services,

¢) infrastructure necessary for provision of publichedth and sanitation services;

d) estimated capital and operational costsof public health and sanitation services
and the financial arrangements for funding those water services, including the
tariff structures;

€) a resourcemobilization and financing strategy for the implementation of the
plans;

f) investment programmes, business plans and investment plans and incentivizing projects .




Establishment of
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Core components
of integrated
performance

management and

accountability
framework.

128. (1) It shall bethe duty of the Government or other service provider -

a) to establish a performance management and accountability framework for the
implementation and monitoring of its public health and sanitation
development plan;

b) promote a culture of performance management within its governance,
management and operations; and

c) administer its affairs in an economical, cost-effective, efficient and accountable
manner.

(2) An integrated performance management and accountability framework shall be
published in an appropriate medium during its preparation so asto bring its contents to
the attention of the public.

129. (1) The Ministry of Health and Sanitation or other service provider shall
establish mechanisms to monitor and review its integrated performance management
and accountability framework.

(2) Notwithstanding the generality of sub-section (1), there shall be developed and
implemented a system of peer review of the integrated performance management and
accountability framework of the Ministry or other service provider in accordance with
guidelines published under thisAct or any other written law.

(3) The Government or other service provider shall, so far as practicable, involve local
communities in the implementation and review of the integrated performance
management and accountability framework and, inparticul ar, allow suchlocal communities
to participate in the setting of appropriate key performance indicators and performance
targets for the Government or other service provider asthe case may be.

130. (1) The Ministry of Health and Sanitation or other service provider shall in terms of
its integrated performance management and accountability framework and in
accordance with any regulationsand guidelines that may be prescribed under this Act
or any other written law—

a) set appropriate key performance indicators as a yardstick for measuring
performance, including outcomesand impact with regardto the development
priorities and objectives set out in its public health and sanitation strategic
frameworks;

b) set measurable performance targetswith regard to each of those devel opment
priorities and objectives;

c) withregard to each of those development priorities and objectives and against the
key performance indicators and targets setin termsof paragraphs (a) and (b) —

i) monitor performance; and
i) measure and review performance at least onceper year;

d) take stepsto improveperformance with regardto those development priorities
and objectives where performance targets arenot met; and

e) establish aprocess of regular reporting to appropriate governance organs.

(2) The system applied by alocal authority in compliance with sub-section (1) (c) shall
be devisedin such a way that it may serveas an early warning indicator of under-
performance.




PART 14 ENFORCEMENT OF POWERS

Establishment
of the nationd
Sanitation
sector trust
Fund.

Objects of the
national
sanitation
Fund.

131. (1) There isestablished a sanitation sector financing mechanism to be known as the
National Sanitation Sector Trust Fund whichshall be vested in the Government.
(2) TheFund shall be consist of —

a)
b)

c)
d)

€)

f)

any money appropriated by the parliament for the purposes of the Fund,;

any money contributed to the Fund by the Government;

any money received from any other Fund suchas the

Development Fund DF);

any money received by way of grant, gift, endowment or bequest or any other
contribution for the purposes of the Fund,

any income from investment of money belonging to the Fund; and

any money paid into the Fund under any other Act.

(3) TheMinister shall promulgate regulations in respect of the structure and powers of
the governance and management of the Fund.

132. (1) Theobjects of the Fund areto

a)

b)

aggregate funds from different sources to ensure sustainable funding for
programmes, projects and activities for the protection and promotion of
environmental health and sanitation;
ensure equitable financing of environmental health and sanitation by supporting
the development and management of sanitation servicesin marginalized areas or
any areawhich is considered to be underserved including rural areas and poor
urban areas;
provide financial support for training and research on environmental health and
sanitation;

provide financial resources for capacity building for the National
government and community level initiatives, and
provide financial support for community education and awareness programmes
related to environmental health and sanitation.

(2) Without limiting the generality of subsection (1), the Minister may by regulations
detailing more specific objects of the Fund.

(3) The Fund may be used to pay for the operating costsfor the administration of the
Fund, provided that regulations may set alimit on use for such purposes.




PART 14 ENFORCEMENT OF POWERS

Power to enforce
provisions of Act.

Power to obtain
information.

Power of search and
seizure.

Power of arrest.

Right of entry and
inspection.

133. (1) TheDirector shall have the powers to enforce the provisions of this Act.
(2) The Director may by written notification delegate any power except the power to
delegate to any other officer so appointed or designated under this Act.

134. (1) The Director or any authorized officer may obtain, from any person, such
information including books, records, returns, reportsand any other document, asthe
Director or such officer deemsnecessary to enable him or her to carry out his or her
functions under this Act.

(2) If sorequested by the Director or an authorized officer, a person shall providesuch
information as the Director may require and the Director may make copiesof such
information or take extracts therefrom.

(3) A personwho gives information under this section, shall not give information which
isfalse or misleading.

(4) Any person who contravenes sub-section (2) or (3) shall be guilty of an offence and shall
be liable to afinenot exceeding three million Leones (3,000,000SL) or to imprisonment
for aterm not exceeding four months or to both.

135. (1) Subject to sub-section (2) an authorized officer may enter any premises for the
purpose of conducting asearch and may seizeany item during the course of an investigation
in connection with the enforcement of this Act or any other applicable law.
(2) No authorized officer shall enter, conduct a search or seize any item in terms of sub-
section (1) unless such officer hasobtained:-

a) the consent in writing of the owner, occupant or other personin charge of the

premises; or

b) asearch warrant.
(3) An authorized officer shall carry at all timesand, upon demand, present an identity
cardissued by the Government.
(4) Any person who obstructsor interferes with any person in the performance of his
functions under this section shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liableto a fine
not exceeding three million Leones (3,000,000SL) or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding four months or to both.

136. Any person who commits an offence under thisAct may bearrested by an authorized
officer or Police ingpector without warrant and handed over to the nearest police officer.

137. (1) Anauthorized officer may, at any reasonable hour for the proper performance
of the duty, enter any land, building or premises and take with him such assistance and
equipment as may be considered necessary to make any inspection or to perform any
work or to do anything which is required or authorized under this Act or any other
applicable law.

(2) Any person authorized under subsection (1) shall, on demand by the occupier of the
land, producean identity cardissued by the Government.




PART 14 ENFORCEMENT OF POWERS

Prohibition order, 138. (1) Any authorized officer may servean improvement notice or prohibition order on
improvement the occupier or owner of land, building, premises or vessel where the authority considers
23:;?2;’:‘;?\}23 ders,  ONTEBSONGble grounds:-
' a) that the land, building, premises or vessel doesnot comply with an enforceable
requirement under this Act or regulations madethereunder;

b) that apublic facility in the vessel or on the land, building or premises isnot being
operated in compliance with the requirementsof this Act or regulations made
thereunder; and

c) animprovement notice or prohibition order may specify the actions to be taken
to comply with areguirement of the Act.

(2) Animprovement notice or prohibition order shall take the form of a direction that
requires specified enforceable requirement to be complied with within astipulated period
after service of noticeon the occupier or owner.

(3) Animprovement notice or prohibition order may specify the actionsto be taken to
comply with arequirement of the Act.

(4) Any decisiontaken in terms of this section shall be taken in accordance with the
requirementsof the right to administrative action that is expeditious, efficient, lawful,
reasonable and procedurally fair.

(5) A person who contravenes the provisions of this section commits an offence.

Urgent provisional 139. (1) Where a court issatisfied from information placed before it that circumstances
orders. relating to aparticular matter, which matter is asubject of an investigation under thisAct,
render that matter urgent in that irreparable damage would be caused to the environment
or animal, plant or human life, if the matter wereto be dealt with by the court at the
proceedings in due course, the court may issue aprovisional order:-
a) prohibiting any person from the deleterious act of commission or omission;
b) ordering aperson to perform aparticular act;
C) preventing any potential environmental hazard or healthrisk; or
d) authorizing the department to take any action specified in the order.
(2) A provisional order issued under sub-section (1):-
a) may beamended or withdrawn by the court on application by the director or by
aperson affected by such order;
b) shall remainin force for such period or extended period asthe court may from
timeto time determine; or
shall, unless withdrawn or lapsed, remainin force until the proceedings arefinalized.




PART 15 MISCELLENOUS AND GENERAL PROVISIONS

Menstrual hygiene

management.

Offenses.

General penalty.

140. (1) The Government or other authority or person in control of or responsible for the
maintenance of an institution, workplace or any premises or place to which the public
hasaccess shall in accordance with regulations made under this section:-
a) provideand maintain separate and adequate sanitary facilities for each gender
and for persons with disabilities;
b) provide facilitiesfor the practice of good menstrual hygiene management;
c) create public awareness about the essentials of menstrual hygiene management;
and
d) make arrangementsfor safeand hygienic disposal of sanitary pads and other
menstrual waste management materials which shall be collected at regular
intervals.
(2) The Minister responsible for health and sanitation matters may make regulations
relating to menstrual hygiene management.

141. (1) A person who -
a)  violatesrestrictions ontheoperation of sanitation servicesor waste management
activities without alicence asrequired by sections 31 and 101; or
b) violates an order, requirement or directive under sections 49, 50, 51, 52, 54,
56, 57, 91, 106 and 110;
c)  violates the provisions of sections 60, 61, 77, 85, 88, 107, 113, 120, 121, 122
and 124;
d) continuesto conduct business under section 60 despitean order to suspend
manufacturing under sections 62, 66 and 67;
€) removes or damages, without permission, a seal or notice posted by an
authorized officer under sections 38, 54, 60, 66, 67, 73, 74, 75, 76, 78, 93,
94, 103, 110, 112, 138 and 145;
f) submits afalse report or gives false informationin violation of section 134; or
g)  not beingan authorized officer appointed under section 22 of this Actor any
other applicable law, holdshimself or herself out to be an authorized officer,
shall be guilty of an offence and shall be punished by imprisonment for not morethan six
months or by afine not exceeding thirty million Leones (30,000,000SL)or both.
(2) A person who:-
a)  violatesthe provisions of sections 62, 64, 67 and 68, 71, 90 and 105,;
b)  violates an order or directive under sections 65, 75 and 76; or
C) fails to meet standards for facilities under sections 60, 80, 81, 82, 83 and 85,
shall beguilty of an offence and shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than five
(5) years or by afine not exceeding one hundred and fifty million Leones 150,000,000SL)
or both.

142. (1) A person who commits an offence under this Act, or under any Regulations
made under this Act, shall, if no other penalty isprescribed in respect of the offence, be
liable to afine not exceeding seventy million Leones (70,000,000SL) or to imprisonment
for aterm not exceeding two (2) years, or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) Whereany penal provision of thisAct isin conflict with any other provision of law in
force, the morestringent penalty shall apply.




PART 15 MISCELLENOUS AND GENERAL PROVISIONS
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Public Private
Partnerships

143. The Directorate shall keep a register of utilitiesand service providers issued with
licenses under this Act and shall, at least onceevery year, publishalist of al utilities and
service providers holding alicense under this Act.

144. Notices, orders and other documents under this Act may be in writing or print,
or partly in writing and partly in print, and wherethe samerequires authentication by
the Government, the signaturethereof by the Chief Medical Officer shall be sufficient
authentication.

145. (1) Any notice required to be served in pursuance of this Act shall be served by
delivering it personally to the person required to be served, or, if such person isabsent or
cannot be found:-

a) i) byleaving it at the person's usual or last known place of abode or place of
business;

ii) by sendingit by electronic communication or post, addressed to the
person’s usual or last known address,

b) in the case of anoticerequiredto be served on a state organ, company or other
corporate body, by delivering it to itsprincipal officer or by leaving it at his or her
office with a person employed there, or by registered post.

(2) If any landholder is not known and, after diligent inquiry, cannot be found, such
notice may be served on himor her by leaving it, addressed to him or her, with an occupier
of the land or, if thereisno apparent occupier, by causing it to be put in a conspicuous
position on the property in SierraLeone last known to have been occupied by him or her.
(3) Any notice required to begiven to alandholder may be addressed to the owner of land
or premises described in the address in respect of whichthe noticeisgiven.
(4) Any person who without reasonable cause pulls down or defaces any notice postedin
pursuance of subsections (1) and (2) shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction
to afine not exceeding three million Leones or to imprisonment for aterm of not lessthan
three months.

146. (DA power or function conferred by alicence or otherwise conferred under thisAct may

beexercised or performed by another entity or person acting under an agreement withthe
licensee and shall be deemed, when exercised or performed by that other entity or person,
to have been exercised or performed under the licence.

(2) There shall be established a Public Private Sector partnership including
Memorandum of understandings, Protocols and other instruments appropriate for
strengthening such partnership




Public education and
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Saving of the Act

147. (1) The Ministry of Heath and sanitation shal institute initiatives and steps
regarding research, education, training, awareness raising and capacity building on
public health and sanitation in collaboration with relevant Ministries responsible for
public affairs, information and participation.

(2) Notwithstanding the obligation of the Ministry under subsection (1), every person
whose activity presents a substantial risk to publicheal th or the environment shall
provide education about the associated risks and the manner in which such may be
mitigated.

148. The Minister responsible for health and sanitation mattersin consultation with
regulatory institutionsestablished under national legislation in respect of public health
and sanitation, environmental management and coordination and water services and
resources management as well as the Ministers responsible for water, energy, trade,
environment and agriculture, public health committees, local authorities may make
Regulations generally for the better carrying into effect the provisions of thisAct.

149. This Act isin compliment with any other existing Act and any other Act that isincons stent
with this Act to an extent of being derogative, this Act prevails.



First Schedule (s.29)

SANITATION SERVICE ACTIVITIES
Refuse or garbage removal.

Refuse or garbage collection.

Refuse storage.

Refuse transportation.

Refuse or waste recovery or recycling.
Refuse or waste disposal.

Refuse or waste treatment.

Sewage haulage.
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Maintenance of sanitary facilities for refuse disposal.

=
o

. Incineration.

-
-

. Establishment or operation of landfills.
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. Water treatment and distribution services.
. Wastewater treatment and disposal.

A
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. Cleaning servicesfor public places and buildings.

[
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. Control of pests and vectors and vermin servicesincluding fumigation.
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. Cemeteries, crematoria and funeral parlour services.

-
\]

. Collection, transportation and disposal of dead animals.
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NOTIFABLE INFECTIOUS
DISEASES

PART |

a » DN PE

S5A.

S

10.

10A.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,

PART I

Chancroid.

Cholera.

Denguefever and Dengue haemorrhagic fever.
Diphtheria.

Dysenteries (All forms).

Ebola.

Food poisoning.

Gonococcal infections (al forms).
Leprosy.

Malaria.

Meadles.

Myocarditis.

Plague.

Poliomyelitis (acute).

Rabies.

Relapsing fever.

Syphilis (all forms).

Tetanus (al forms).

Tuberculosis (al forms).
Typhoid and paratyphoid fevers.
Typhus and other rickettsioses.
Viral encephalitis.

Viral hepatitis.

Whooping cough.

Yellow fever.

Any other lifethreatening microbia infection.

Human immunodeficiency virusinfection (al forms)



Third Schedule (s.26)

MEMBERSHIP AND PROCEDURES OF CHIEFDOM AND WARDS PUBLIC HEALTH

Application of this
schedule.

Membership.

Term of office.

Vacancy in office of
member.

Chairperson.

AND SANITATION COMMITTEES
1. This Schedule applies to Chiefdoms and Wards Public Health and Sanitation Committees.

2. (1) In the constitution of a Chiefdom and Wards Public Health and Sanitation
Committee, appointments shall have regard to—

a) theguiding principles under section 5 of the Act;

b) the educational qualifications, relevant experience, character and integrity of

persons proposed for appointment;

¢) gender and community diversity; and

d) representation of diversity of users of sanitation services.
(2) Except for members serving by virtue of their office, members of a Committee shall be
identified for appointment through an open, consultative and competitive process.
(3) The Committee may co-opt a member by a resolution supported by a half of the
members.

3. (1) A member other than one serving by virtueof their office shall hold office for such
term, not exceeding three (3) years, asmay be specified in the instrument of appointment.
(2) A member shall be eligible for re-appointment for one further term.

4. (1) Theoffice of amember shall become vacant if—
a) heor shedies, resigns or isremoved from office;
b) heor sheabsents himself or herself from four consecutive meetings of the committee
of which reasonable notice hasbeen given to the member , unless—
i) the committee has granted the member leave to be absent from those
meetings; or
i) within four weeksafter the last of the four meetings, the member is
excused by the committee for having been absent from the meetings;
¢) themember becomes bankrupt, applies to takethe benefit of any law for the relief
of bankrupt or insolvent debtors, compounds with his or her creditors or makes an
assignment of hisor her remuneration for their benefit;
d) he or sheisadjudged or declaredby any competent court or tribunal to be of
unsound mind; or
€) heor sheisconvicted of an offence punishable by imprisonment for twelve months
or more.
(2) If the office of amember becomes vacant, the appointing authority shall fill thevacancies
asprescribed inthisAct.

4. (1) A Chiefdom or Ward Committee shall elect a Chairperson from among its members.
(2) A member may be electedto act in the office of Chairperson during the illness or
absence of the Chairperson, and a member so appointed shall have al the powers and be
able to carry out all the functions of the Chairperson.




Termsand
conditions of
service.

Disclosure of

pecuniary interest.

5. Theterms and conditions of service of amember and chairperson of a Chiefdom or Ward
Committee, including the remuneration, allowances and other expenses to which the
member shall be entitled to, shall be prescribed by Regulations made under this Act.

6. (1) A member of a Chiefdom and or Ward Committee who has a direct or indirect
pecuniary interest—
a) inamatter which isbeing considered, or is about to be considered, at a meeting of
the Committee; or
b) inathing being done or about to be done by the Committee,
shall, as soon as possible after the relevant factshave come to the member’s knowledge,
disclose the nature of the interest at ameeting of the Committee.
(2) A disclosure to the Committeethat the member concerned—
a) isamember,or isin the employment, of aspecified company or any other body;
b) isapartner, or isin the employment, of aspecified person; or
¢) hassome other specified interest relating to a specified company or other body or
aspecified person,
shall be deemedto be a sufficient disclosure of the nature of the interest in any matter or
thing relatingto that company or other body or to that person which may arise after the
date of the disclosure.
(3) The Committee shall cause particularsof any disclosure made under sub-paragraph
() or (2) to berecorded in abook kept for the purpose and that book shall be open at all
reasonable hoursto the inspection, free of charge, of any person.
(4) After a member has, or is deemedto have, disclosed the nature of an interest in any
matter or thing under sub-paragraph (1) or (2), the member shall not, unlessit is otherwise
determined—
a) be present during any deliberation, or take part in any decision of the Committee
with respect to that matter; or
b) exercise or perform any powersor functions under this Act with respectto the
subject matter of the disclosure.
(5) A determination under sub-paragraph (4) may only be madeby the Director in charge
of environmental health and sanitation matters.
(6) Sub-paragraph (4) does not apply to amember whoseinterest consists merely of the fact
that the member isthe holder of apermit or license issued under this Act.
(7) A contravention of thisparagraph does not invalidate any decision of the Committee or
the exercise or performance of any power or function under this Act.
(8) A reference in this paragraph to a meeting of the Committee includes areference to a
meeting of any sub-committees of the Committee.




General procedure.

Quorum.

Presiding members.

Decisions.
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7. (1) Except asotherwise provided by or under thisAct —

a) meetingsof a Chiefdoms and or Wards Committee shall be held as often as
maybe necessary for the dispatch of their business but they shall not be less than
four (4) any financial year.

b) ameeting of aChiefdom and or Wards Committee shall be held on such date time
and place asthe chairperson may decide;

c) the chairperson shall, on the written application of one-third of the members
convene aspecial meeting of the Committee;

d) unlessthe mgjority of the total membership of the Committee otherwise agree, at
least fourteen dayswritten notice of every meeting of the Committeeshall begiven
to every member of the Committee; and

€) the procedurefor the convening of meetings and for the conduct of business at
thosemeetings shall be as determined by the Chairperson.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this schedule, a Chiefdom and or Wards Committee shall
regulate its own procedures.

8. A third of the members of aChiefdom and or Ward Committee shall constitute aquorum
at any meeting of the Committee.

9. TheChairperson or, in the absence of the Chairperson, the acting Chairperson or in his
or her absence, amember appointed by the members then present shall preside at ameeting
of aChiefdom and or Ward Committee.

10. A decision supported by amajority of thevotes cast at ameeting of aChiefdom and or Ward
Committee at whichaquorum ispresent shall be the decision of the Committee.

11. (1) The chairperson, acting chairperson or any other presiding member at ameeting of
aChiefdom and or Ward Committee shall cause arecord of the proceedings at the meeting to
be made.

(2) Records made for the purposes of this paragraph may be destroyed after the expiry of
the period prescribed by Regulations madeunder this Act.

13. Thefirst meeting of the Committee shall be called by the Provincial/Regional
Environmental Health Officer or aresponsible authority.

14. (1) A Chiefdom and or Ward Committee may for the purpose of performing its
functionsunder this Act constitute any sub-committee, the chairperson of which shall
be a member of the Committee, and may delegate to that sub-committee any of its
functions.

(2) The Committee may appoint as membersof a sub-committee established under sub-
section (1), persons who areor arenot members of the Committee and such persons shall
hold office for such period as the Committee may determine: Provided that at least half of
the members of acommittee shall be members of the Committee.

(3) Subject to any specific or general directions of the Committee any subcommittee
established under subsection (1), may regulate its own procedure.




Memorandum of Objectsand Reasons

Context

The Public Health Bill aims to assist the Government of Sierra Leone to formulate enabling
technical requirements and specifications to implement the right of every person to health and sanitation which
include clean and health environment. The socia costs attached to poor public health and sanitation and the
economic loss caused by preventable diseases, all make the protection and improvement of public and
environmental health outcomes and the control of conditions that impact on public and environmental
health foremost policy imperatives.

Its main policy objectiveis therefore to tackle the social and economic costs attached to poor
public health and sanitation and preventable di seases and to giveeffect to the right to reasonable standards
of hedth and sanitation and the right to a clean and healthy environment through service provision.

The Public Hedlth Bill is drafted in the context of the Government’san unequivocal commitment
towards attaining the highest standards of heal th and sanitation acrossthe Country. The primary object of the
Bill istherefore to promote and protect public health and the wellbeing of individuals and communitiesin all
areas acrossthe country.

Structure of theBill
TheBill isstructured as follows.

PART 1 deals with the title and object of the Act. The key objective of the Actisto establish alegal and
institutional framework for the promotion of public health and provisionand regulation of public health
and sanitation services.

PART 2 of the Act establishes the general principlesunderpinning the interpretation, application and
enforcement of the Act. These principles are derived from the International Health
Regulations provisions, and other genera principles and jurisprudence relating to public health and
sanitation. They include the right to reasonable standards of public hedth and sanitation, the right to aclean and
healthy environment, the right to clean and safe water and the duty to promote environmental health and
provide, maintain and improve sanitation standards and services.

PART 3 establishes an institutional framework for administration of the Act. A Directorate responsible
for environmental health and sanitation matters is established, whose functions shall include, anong other
things, the promotion and preservation of public health through the enforcement of the provisions of the Act
or regulations made thereunder. The Act also establishes aNational Inter-agency Committee whose objective
isto ensure a coordinated, efficient, effectiveand consultative approach to formulation of policies, regulation,
monitoring and mobilization of resources for public health and sanitation activitiesin the Country.

PART 4 prescribesreguirements in respect of the provision of sanitation services. It specifies the duty of the
Government to provide sanitation services, duty of sanitation service users and manner of application for a
licenseto beasanitation serviceprovider and the conditionsfor the grant or renewal of alicense. The Part further
provides for the revocation or surrender of alicence.

PART 5 deals with prevention and control of infectious diseases. This Part specifies precautions to be taken
in respect of infectious diseasesand the powers of the Minister responsible for health, Chief Medical Officer
or Director in respect of the prevention and containment of infectious diseases




PART 6 establishes standardsfor food quality, hygiene and safety. This Part stipulates requirementsin
respect of food handlersand food establishments generally and the functions of the Government in respect
of licensing and control of undertakings that sell food to the public.

PART 7 makesprovision for control of the use of land and buildings as well as the prohibition and
prevention of public health nuisances. This Part outlines the powers of authorized officers and the
Government generally in respect of control of itsarea of jurisdiction.

PART 8 regulates sanitation standardsin public and institutional settings. It establishes requirements
for sanitationin schools and other institutional settings. In addition, provision isaso made for occupational
health and sanitation.

PART 9 provides for the control of pollution. It prohibits pollution of water courses, pollution of soil, air
pollution and noise pollution. It aso prohibits open defecation. This Part also establishes the duty of owners or
occupiers of premises or land to arrange for removal of litter from such premises or land.

PART 10 provides for waste management. This part definesthe general duty in respect of wasteand therole
of the Government in the provision of waste management servicesand control of waste management activities.

PART 11 provides for the provision, maintenance and control of sewerage and drainage systems. The
second section of this Part establishesrequirements for storm water management.

PART 12 deals with the establishment, operation and maintenance of cemeteries, crematoria and funeral
parlours.

PART 13 providesfor National information management, performancemanagement and financing for
public health and sanitation.

PART 14 contains provisions on enforcement powers by authorized officers.
PART 15 contains miscellaneous and general provisions.
Statement of Financial Implications

The enactment of the Bill will occasion additional expenditure of public fundswhich will be provided
for through the annual estimates.

DATEDTHIS.......cccoviiiievday Of o, 20.........

Minister for Health and Sanitation




“In accordance with the scope the task concludes at this juncture

SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION (please note that this was not part of the scope)

HOWEVER, THIS IS WHAT MAKES THE LAW ENFORCEABLE IN OTHER WORDS IT
PRESCRIBES REQUIREMENTS, STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS

SUCH REQUIREMENTS, STANDARDSAND SPECIFICATIONS CANNOT BE PROVIDED FOR
IN THE MAIN ACT BECAUSE OF THE DYNAMICS AND ANDVANCEMENT IN
TECHNOLOGY. IN THIS CASE THEY REQUIRE CHANGES FROM TIME TO TIME AND
THEREFORE THEY AREBETTER PLACED IN THE SUBSIDIARY LEFGISLATION SO THAT
WHEN SUCH CHANGES ARISE, THE MINISTER CAN EFFECT THE CHANGES WITHOUT
HAVING TO FOLLOW THE DUE PROCESS OF ENACTMENT THROUGH PARLIAMENT.
ORDINARILY IN PRACTICE, ANY ISSUE RAISED IN THE MAIN ACT, FOR ANY CHANGE
TO BE EFFECTED, IT HAS TO GO THROUGHT THE PARLIAMENT AND THAT IS WHY
TECHNICAL REQUIRENENTS OUGHT NOT TO BE PUT IN THE MAIN ACT OR ELSE THE
CHANGES WILL TRANSLATE TO PARLIAMENTARY PROCESS OF ENACTMENT AND
THIS CAN BE NEGATORY ESPECIALLY WHEN SUCH CHANGES ARE FOR OBJECT AND
PURPOSE OF DEALING WITH AN EMRGENCY SITUATION

Herebelow please find the Framework of the Subsidiary L egislation

1. General Provisions- THIS PART IS GENERAL AND ISDEPENDEDNT UPON THE
VIEWS OF THE PEOPLE OF SIERRA LEONE DURING WIDER CONSULTATIVE
PROCESS

2. Technical Regulations (Requirements)-MUST BE DRAFTED BASED ON FACTS

3. Specifications and Public Health Standards-MUST BE DRAFTED BASED ON FACTS
AND FIGURES

4. Fourth Schedule -International Health Regulations, Port Health, Frontiers and Borders
(ALREADY MENTIONED IN THE MAIN ACT AND MUST BE PROVIDED FOR)

5. Fifth Schedule -Occupational Health and Safety-MUST BE PROVIDED FOR

6. General Public Health RulessMUST BE PROVIDED FOR



